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MCHENRY COUNTY ILLINOIS

WELCOME IN

2014

AND CONTINUE TO LEARN
ABOUT THE HISTORY OF
THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
DURING 1864

al
Thomas Nastdés | I 1
AiNew Yearo@84 Day

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF
'MCCWRT

ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP DUES

ARE NOW DUE!

CONTACT
SANDY KUPSTIS
TO APPLY,REGISTER AND PAY
YOUR 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES.

MCHENRY COUNTY
CIVIL WAR

ROUND TABLE
NOW CELEBRATING

SIXTEEN YEARS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
AND MCHENRY COUNTY
SINCE IT WASFOUNDING

AT UNION,
McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN SEPTEMBER OF 1998

MISSION STATEMENT
MCHENRY COUNTY
CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE
AND FOSTER EDUCATION, DISCUSSION,
AND ANALYSIS OF
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
WE HOPE THROUGH LEARNING
ABOUT THE PAST,
WE WILL BE ABLE TO MORE
COMPLETELY
UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT
AND HAVE A POSITIVE, BENEFICIAL
EFFECT
ON OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO
OUR MEMBERS.

DURING 2014

THE CIVIL WAR REPORTER
WILL REFLECT UPON THE
MONTHLY OCCURRANOESHE YEAR

MCCWRT
DISCUSSION GROUP

AT THE PANERA BREAD COMPANY
CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS
SATURDAY JANUARY 25, 2014

WILL DEBATE,
ANALIZE, DISCUSS, & DISECT

CHATTANOOGA

THE SIEGE AND RESCUE

10:00 AM. 1o NOON
Meets Every Fourth Saturday of the Month
THE PUBLIC IS ALWAYS WELCOME
AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND

—
Tt
L

GENERAL & MRS. U.S. GRANT
MCCWRT HONORED GUESTS
FOR DINNER IN DECEMBER

AT PINECREST GOLF CLUB
IN HUNTLEY
SEE MORE PICTURES INSIDE




CALENDER OF EVENTS
FOR THIS MONTH

McHENRY COUNTY CWRT
January 1, 2014
NO MEETING / PRESENTATION

CWRT OF CHICAGO
Friday January 10, 2(Arésentation

THE MURDER OF GENERAL

WILLIAM “BULL” NELSON
ByRobert I. Girardi

Saturdayanuary 22014 Discussion
CHATTANOOGA

THE SIEGE AND RESCUE
MEETING AT

PANERA BREAD COMPANY
6000 Northwilgghway, Suite 56
Crystal Lake, lllinois

NEIGHBORING COALITION
ROUND TABLE EVENTS

SALT CREEK CWRT
Friday Jarary 17, 201Rresentation
ATWO YEARS BEFORE THIH
CHARLES F. GUNTHIER

MISSISSIPPI RIVER CONFEDERATE
By Bruce Allardice & Wayne Wolf

SOUTH SUBURBAN CWRT
Thursday Janu&@$§, 2014Presentation
GRAND ARMY OF REPUBLIC’S
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
EMCAMPMENT OF 1900
ByDonna Work

LINCOLN/DAVIS CWRT
TuesdayPresentation
By

LAKE COUNTY CWRT
Thursday January 9, 2@idcussion
VICKSBURG
*Please Noteévleetings will now be held on
theSecond Thisday of the MonthAnd at
*New LocationGrayslake Historical Society an
Museum at 164 Hawley Street, in Grayslake

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CWRT
Friday January 3, 20Pdesentation

LINCOLN THE LAWYER
ByWayne Rhine

KANKAKEE VALLEY CWRT
Wednesday January 8, 2Rfeksentation

WWII VETERAN’S
REMEMBERANCE DAY

AN OPEN FORUM
AND TRIBUTE
TO OUR NEWEST MEMBE RS
TO LET THEM TELL US
OF THEIR TIME
IN THESERVICE OF OUR GREAT COUNTRY

KENOSHA CIVIL WAR MUSEUM

S
7

www.kenosha.org/civilwar/index.html
5400 First Avenue
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140

Events

The Civil War Museum offers many
educational activities throughout the year.

Here is the upcoming schedule:

Friday, Jan uary 10, 2014 at Noon i

The Chattanooga Campaign: Critical

Contrasts and Paradoxes Presented by Dan
Nettesheim. Explores the key leadership
decisions of the Chattanooga Campaign
involving Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis,
and Ulysses S. Grant to explain how a looming
Union disaster turned into a resounding victory.

Saturday, January 11th 1

iSeei ng t h dstHe teenpCiviaWar
soldiers used to describe the first experience
with combat.

This new, high-tech digital movie experience
in The Fiery Trial exhibit will allow visitors a
glimpse at fAthe EIl eph

One of just a small handful of venues
nationwide using 360°movie technology, this
10-minute Civil War Museum movie focuses
on the personal experiences and accounts of
citizen soldiers. Using letters, journals, and
diaries, the movie follows several soldiers as
they leave home, train, face battle, and deal
with the consequences of war.

Over 200 people, including actors, reenactors,
film crew, technical, and historical advisers,
and Museum staff, gathered at Old World
Wisconsin for five days in June 2013 to film
Seeing the Elephant . The film is the
centerpiece of the Fiery Trial exhibit and gives
the visitor an historically authentic and totally
accurate portrayal of a Civil War battle,
although not a specific, actual battle.

Historical photos and special visual and sound
effects augment the reenactment of battle
filmed on-site in June 2013.

The Museum is grateful to nationally-recognized
broadcast journalist, Bill Kurtis, for lending his
voice as narrator of the film. The Museum is
planning a special event with Mr. Kurtis. We will
announce the date and details soon.

Friday, January 31, 2014 at 6:30pm -8:30pm i
Friday at the Movies:
Based on the true story of lllinois cavalry
Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson who led a daring
raid through Mississippi during the Vicksburg
Campaign in the spring of 1863.

In the film, a Union Cavalry outfit led by John
Wayne is sent behind Confederate lines to
destroy a rail and supply center. The secret
plan for the mission is overheard by a Southern
belle who must be taken along to ensure her
silence.

There is a $5 fee which also includes one bag
of popcorn and a beverage.
Event #0720719106

CIVIL WAR TIMELINE
(OF BATTLES AND EVENTS)

JANUARY 1864

January 2, 1864

The Confederate Congress confirms
George Davigno relation) appointment to
Attorney-General of the Confederate States|:
America.

January 11, 1864

The 13th Amendment (endirstavery) to the
Constitution is proposed by Senator John B.
Henderson of Missouri.

January 20, 1864

Abraham Lincoln instructs Arkansas
commander General Frederick Steele to pe
elections following the proposed astavery
constitution of the state.

January 22, 1864

William S. Rosecrans is ordered to take
command of the Department of Missouri,
replacing John Schofield



http://www.kenosha.org/civilwar/index.html

January 22, 1864
Arkansas selects pidnionist Issac Murphy 4
provisional governor, pending elections to K
held that Spring

January 23, 1864
Trade restrictions for Missouri and Kentuck
are lifted

January 25, 1864

Confederates organize a government arou
GenerdHenry W. Allen. Its capital is
Shreveport.

January 25, 1864
Battle ofMeridian, Mississippi

January 26, 1864
Battle of Athens, Alabama

On January 26, 1864 at 4:00 a.m.,
Confederate troops from the 1st Alabama
Calvary engaged a company of Union
troops from the 9th lllinois Mounted
Infantry Regiment in the town of Athens,
Alabama in Limestone County.

Commanding the Confederates was
Lieutenant Colonel Moses W. Hannon,
and in command of the Union force was
Captain Emil Adams. The battle was brief,
lasting only two hours.

The Confederates, numbering around 600,
were repulsed by the Union force which
numbering only 100. The Federals were
able to hold the town despite not erecting
any fortifications prior to the battle
commencing.

Union losses were 20 casualties, while the
Rebels suffered 30 and were forced to
retreat, resulting in a Union victory.

Units Involved in the battle

There were two units involved at the battle
in Athens, Alabama on the 26th of
January, 1864.

The Union unit was the 9th lllinois
Volunteer Mounted Infantry Regiment.
This unit had been originally raised as the
9th lllinois Infantry on March 15.1863. The
unit mustered out on July 9, 1865. All
together, the 9th lllinois Volunteer Mounted
Infantry Regiment suffered 417 fatalities.
The Confederate unit present at Athens
was the 1st Regiment Alabama Volunteer
Calvary. It was raised in Montgomery,
Alabama in November of 1861 The unit
took part in many major battles such as:

y

The Battle of Shiloh, Battle of Stones
River, Battle

of Chickamauga, and harassed Sherman
during

his Atlanta campaign. When the unit
surrendered

in North Carolina, only 150 men remained.

Background of Athens, Alabama
During the Civil War:

The small town of Athens in northern
Alabama, population 900, was the site of
multiple engagements during the Civil War|

It changed hands multiple times throughouf
the war, finally ending up in Union hands
after being sacked and taken back by
Federal troops.

One incident of note in particular occurred
on May 1,1862 following the Battle of
Shiloh.

Union troops from the Army of the Ohio
had occupied Athens and had been lulled
by the townsfolk into believing they were in
a mostly pro-Union town.

On May 1, the 1st Louisiana Calvary
mounted a surprise attack to retake
Athens. The Union garrison, was
caught unaware and lulled into a false
sense of security, was forced to flee.

It was said that one hundred of the
townsmen joined the Calvary in pursuing
the Federal bluecoats for six miles outside
of town. Upon returning to the town, the
1st Louisiana Calvary were received as
heroes. But just as the Confederates were
settling in, the following day, the 8th
Brigade of the Army of the Ohio, consisting
of units from Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio,
marched into Athens and retook the town.

The commander, Colonel Turchin, then
allowed his Northern troops, including
foreign soldiers, to sack the town, steal
valuables and food, and savage the
townsfolk.

This, in no small way, helped fuel the
animosity between Southerner and
Northerner, as well as the distaste for
foreign troops.

This series of incidents was only one of
many skirmishes that led up to the Battle
of Athens, in which the Union maintained
control over northern Alabama.

A GOOD TIME
WAS HAD BY ALL

At the ChristmasBrunch
Photographs by Donald Purn




OTHER BATTLES
DURING JANUARY, 1864

Dandridge Tennessee
American Civil War
January 17, 1864

Union forces under Major General John G.
Parke advanced on Dandridge, Tennessee,
near the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad,
on January 14, forcing Lt. General James
Longstreet's Confederate troops to fall back.
Longstreet, however, moved additional troops
into the area on the 15th to meet the enemy
and threaten the Union base at New Market.

On the 16th, Brig. General Samuel D. Sturgis,
commanding the Cavalry Corps, Army of the
Ohio, rode forward to occupy Kimbrough's
Crossroads. Within three or four miles of his
objective,

Sturgis's cavalry met Rebel troops, forcing
them back towards the crossroads. As the
Union cavalry neared the crossroads, they
discovered an enemy infantry division with
artillery that had arrived the day before.

The Union cavalry could not dislodge these
Rebels and was compelled to retire to the
town of Dandridge.

About noon the next day, Sturgis received
information that the Confederates were
preparing for an attack so he formed his men
into line of battle.

About 4:00 pm, the Confederates advanced
and the fighting quickly became general.

The battle continued until after dark with the
Federals occupying about the same battle line
as when the fighting started.

The Union forces then fell back to New Market
and Strawberry Plains during the night, but the
Rebels were unable to pursue because of the
lack of cannons, ammunition, and shoes. For
the time being, the Union forces left the area.

The Confederates had failed to destroy or
capture the Federals as they should have.

Result(s): Confederate victory

Location: Jefferson County

Campaign: Operations about Dandridge,
Tennessee (1863-64)

Date(s): January 17, 1864

Principal Commanders: Brig. General Samuel
D. Sturgis [US]; Lt. General James Longstreet
[CS]

Forces Engaged: Cavalry Corps, Army of the
Ohio, and Infantry of the IV Army Corps [US];
Department of East Tennessee [CS]

Fair Garden Tennessee
American Civil War
January 27, 1864

Since the Battle of Dandridge, the Union
cavalry had moved to the south side of the
French Broad River and had disrupted
Confederate foraging and captured numerous
wagons in that area.

On January 25, 1864, Lt. General James
Longstreet, commander of the Department of
East Tennessee, instructed his subordinates
to do something to curtail Union operations
south of the French Broad.

On the 26th, Brig. General Samuel D. Sturgis,
having had various brushes with Confederate
cavalry, deployed his troopers to watch the area
fords. Two Confederate cavalry brigades and
artillery advanced from Fair Garden in the
afternoon but were checked about four miles
from Sevierville.

Other Confederates attacked a Union cavalry
brigade, though, at Fowler's on Flat Creek, and
drove it about two miles.

No further fighting occurred that day. Union
scouts observed that the Confederates had
concentrated on the Fair Garden Road, so
Sturgis ordered an attack there in the morning.

In a heavy fog, Col. Edward M. McCook's Union
division attacked and drove back Major General
William T. Martin's Confederates until about 4:00
pm. At that time, McCook's men charged with
sabers and routed the Rebels.

Sturgis set out in pursuit on the 28th, and
captured and killed more of the routed Rebels.

he Union forces, however, observed three of
Longstreet's infantry brigades crossing the river.
Realizing his weariness from fighting, lack of
supplies, ammunition, and weapons and the
overwhelming strength of the enemy, Sturgis
decided to evacuate the area. But, before
leaving, Sturgis determined to attack Brig.
General Frank C. Armstrong's Confederate
cavalry division which he had learned was about
three or four miles away, on the river.

Unbeknownst to the attacking Federals,
Armstrong had strongly fortified his position and
three infantry regiments had arrived to reinforce
him.

Thus, the Union troops suffered severe
casualties in the attack. The battle continued
until dark, when the Federals retired from the
area.

The Federals had won the big battle but the
fatigue of continual fighting and lack of supplies
and ammunition forced them to withdraw.

Result(s): Union victory

Location: Sevier County

Campaign: Operations about Dandridge,
Tennessee (1863-64)

Date(s): January 27, 1864

Principal Commanders: Brig. General Samuel D.
Sturgis and Col. Edward M. McCook [US]; Major
General William T. Martin [CS]

Forces Engaged: Cavalry Division, Cavalry
Corps, Army of the Ohio [US]; Cavalry Division,
Department of East Tennessee [CS]

During the Year of 1864

General Ulysses S. Grant is named as the
overall commander of all federal armies.

Union General William Tecumseh Sherman,
with an army of 60,000, leaves Atlanta in flames
and begins a march through Georgia on a 60-
mile front, destroying everything that might be of
use to the Confederacy creating the phrase
firotal Wara

Ulysses S. Grant
Union Civil War General
Eighteenth President 18691877



http://www.hti.umich.edu/l/lincoln/

AN ORI GI NAL 1864 | LLI STRATION TITLED ANEW YEAROS DAY BY TH
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The picture compares and contrasts the state of affairs in the North and the South during the Civil War year of 1864.

The left of the pictures presents scenes of happiness and joy in the Noth. Union Soldiers are pictured on Furlough, celebrating
the New Yearwith their family. A small inset image shows former slaves celebrating their recent emancipation. Children are seen
happy and playing. A picture of a union soldier shows him to be well fed, clothed and equipped.

In contrast, the images on the right show the sad state of affairs in the South at this time. A woman and several children are shown
weeping and grieving over a fresh grave . . . presumably that of the woman's husband, and the father of the children. A rebel soldier
is seenin a tattered uniform, unable to protect himself from the bitter cold.

The upper inset image implies a spiritual component to the Civil War, with scenes of heavenly and demonic beings pitted against
one another.

With the 1864 presidential campai gn about to get underway, and with the Democratic Party arguing strongly for Compromise with
the South, Thomas Nast used this illustration to remind people of what had been accomplished, and how victory was close at hand,
if the country would stay the course.

It was novelist Edward Bulwer-L yt t on who first said, AThe Pen is Mightiehadt han the
demonstrated the profound truth of the adage.

While Thomas Nast is almost forgotten today, there is perhaps no persol
defining American culture, and influencing American history.

He was responsible for creating the popular American icons of the Republican Elephant, the Democratic Donkey, Uncle Sam,
Santa Claus, and Columbia.

Hi s artwork played an instrumental role in securing Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant, and inlater years, the downfall of the corrupt New York political machine of Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall.


http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1864/january/furlough.htm
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/democratic-party-platform.htm

