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CONTINUED FROM LAST ISSUE
The Battle of Glorieta Pass, fought from March
26–28, 1862, in the northern New Mexico
Territory, and was the decisive battle of the
New Mexico Campaign during the American
Civil War. The battle would be dubbed the
"Gettysburg of the West", it was intended as
the decisive blow by Confederate forces to
break the Union possession of the West along
the base of the Rocky Mountains.

a

Glorieta Pass

Both Scurry and Slough decided to attack on
March 28 and set out early to do so. Expecting
the Confederates to remain in Apache Canyon,
Slough sent Chivington with two provisional
infantry battalions, under Lewis and Wynkoop,
out in a circling movement with orders to go
hide out at Glorieta Pass and hit the Texans in
the flank once Slough's main force had moved
to engaged their front. Chivington did as he
was ordered and his men waited above the
pass for Slough and the enemy to arrive.
However, instead of remaining at Apache
Canyon as Slough had expected, Scurry
advanced down the canyon more rapidly than
Slough had anticipated. Scurry then believed
the Union force was retreating to Fort Union.
He intended not to attack them until Green
could arrive. One cannon and a small guard
was left at Johnson's Ranch, while the rest of
the Confederate force—more than 1000 men—
marched eastwards along the Santa Fe Trail.
When Slough found the Texans so far forward
he launched an attack, hitting them about
11:00 am some half a mile from Pigeon's
Ranch. A battalion of four companies from the
1st Colorado, supported by both batteries, was
commanded by Lt. Col. Samuel Tappan, as he
deployed his men across the trail.
The Confederates dismounted and formed a
line across the canyon, but the terrain caused
some companies to become intermingled.

Tappan was initially successful and held his
ground for a half-hour, but the Confederates'
numerical superiority enabled them to outflank
Tapan's line by noon. The Union troops were
thrown back in confusion but managed to take up
position around the adobe ranch buildings.

With no supplies to sustain his advance, Scurry
had to retreat to Santa Fe, the first step on the
long road back to San Antonio, Texas.
Thanks to Chaves' assistance, the Federals had
turned a defeat into victory and stopped further
Confederate advances in the Southwest.

Slough reformed his men several hundred yards
closer to Pigeon's Ranch, with four companies
under Tappan and an artillery battery on a hill to
the left, the other battery supported by two
companies in the center across the road and the
remaining two companies on the ridge to the
right.

Glorieta Pass was therefore the turning point of
the war in the New Mexico Territory. In the end,
the battle was consequential.

Scurry then launched a three-pronged attack.
Pyron and Raguet were ordered to attack the
Union right, Shropshire the Union left, with the
remainder led by Scurry against the Union
center, and the artillery firing in support. The
attack on the Union left was beaten back, with
Shropshire killed. The attack on the center
stalled, while the artillery was forced to withdraw
after one cannon was disabled and a limber
destroyed. The attack itself then stalled, with the
Confederates fighting by squads "with a
desperation unequaled by any engagement of
the war." At around 3:00 pm the Confederates
outflanked the Union right, but Raguet was
mortally wounded. From the ridge (thereafter
known as "Sharpshooters Ridge"), Confederate
riflemen started picking off the artillerymen and
infantry below them.
Scurry again pressed the Union center, and the
Union position became untenable. Slough then
reluctantly ordered a retreat, and Tappan formed
the companies on the left into a rear guard.
Slough reformed his line a half-mile east of
Pigeon's Ranch, where skirmishing continued
until dusk. The Union men finally retreated to
Kozlowski's Ranch, leaving the Confederates in
possession of the battlefield.

Johnson's Ranch
With the sounds of battle echoing in the distance,
Lt. Col. Manuel Chaves of the 2nd New Mexico
Infantry, commander of the New Mexican
volunteers, informed Maj. Chivington that his
scouts had located the Confederate supply train
at Johnson's Ranch.
After watching the supply train for an hour,
Chivington's force finally descended the slope
and attacked, driving off or capturing the small
guard with few casualties on either side.
They then looted and burned 80 supply wagons
and spiked the cannon and either killed or drove
off about 500 horses and mules before returning
with their prisoners to Kozlowski's Ranch.

First, despite the fact that the Confederates took
the field, they were forced to retreat to Santa Fe
due to the destruction of their supplies and
eventually abandon New Mexico Territory.
Second, the battle at Glorieta foiled Sibley's plan
to obtain his key objective: the capture of the
major federal base at Fort Union. That would
have broken federal resistance in New Mexico
and compelled Union forces to retire north of
Raton Pass and back into Colorado Territory.
In any case, the dream of a Confederate
stronghold in the Southwest was impractical;
New Mexico could not provide enough
sustenance for any prolonged Confederate
occupation.
Furthermore, the approach of the Federal
"California Column" eastward through the New
Mexico Territory during the summer of 1862
would have seriously jeopardized Confederate
control of the region.

In 1993 the congressionally appointed Civil War
Sites Advisory Commission issued its "Report on
the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields." The
commission was tasked with identifying the
nation’s historically significant Civil War sites,
determining their importance and providing
recommendations for their preservation to
Congress. Of the roughly 10,500 actions of the
U.S. Civil War, 384 (3.7%) were identified by the
commission as principal battles and rated by
their significance and threat of loss.
The Battle of Glorieta Pass received the highest
rating from the commission, priority I (class A).
Class A battlefields are principal strategic
operations having a direct impact on the course
of the war. With this rating the commission
placed Glorieta Pass on the same level as
battles such as Gettysburg and Antietam.
The priority (I) rating identified Glorieta Pass as
being not only one of the most important, but
also one of the most highly endangered
battlefields in the country.
Only ten other battlefields received the priority (I)
(class A) rating. The commission recommended
that Congress focus its preservation efforts on
priority (I), nationally significant battlefields.

lynched two black men and burned down black
homes and black-owned businesses, finally
driving roughly 2,000 African Americans out of
Lincoln’s hometown. The mob shouted:
“Lincoln freed you, now, we’ll show you where
you belong.”

Abraham Lincoln's
Secret Visits to the Slaves
From The Atlantic

In the mid-1930s, the Federal Writers’ Project
interviewed thousands of former slaves,
some of whom claimed the president came to
their plantations disguised as a beggar or a
peddler, telling them they’d soon be free.
Shortly before the election of 1860, a man
came upon a plantation near Marlin,Texas,
some 20 miles southeast of Waco. Though
nobody knew who he was, the plantation
owner took him in as a guest. The stranger
paid close attention to how the enslaved
people working on the plantation were
treated—how they subsisted on a weekly
ration of “four pounds of meat and a peck of
meal,” how they were whipped and how they
were sometimes sold, resulting in the tearing
apart of families. Eventually, the stranger
said goodbye and went on his way, but a little
while later he wrote a letter to the plantation
owner, informing him he would soon have to
free his slaves—“that everybody was going to
have to, that the North was going to see to it.”
The stranger told the owner to go into the
room where he’d slept, and see where he’d
carved his name into the headrest. And when
the slaveholder went and looked, he saw the
name: “A. Lincoln.” At least that’s what
happened according to Bob Maynard, who
was born a slave and recounted the story as
an old man in an interview with an employee
of the Federal Writers’ Project (FWP), a New
Deal program created to put writers to work
and enrich American culture.
In 1936, the FWP began collecting interviews
with former slaves, amassing thousands of
pages of oral histories which, though often
they were filtered through the racism of white
interviewers and their supervisors, provide an
invaluable snapshot of how more than 2,000
survivors of slavery lived and thought. Nearly
40 of those which were interviewed claimed
that Abraham Lincoln had most certainly
visited their plantation shortly before or
during the Civil War.
They said he came in disguise as a beggar or
a peddler, bummed free meals off of his
unsuspecting southern white hosts, snooped
around to find out what slavery was like, and
told the slaves that they would soon be free.
The stories weren’t just limited to one corner
of the South, according to the slaves, Lincoln
didn’t just visit central Texas; but he also
visited the Mississippi Delta, the Kentucky
Pennyroyal, and the Georgia Piedmont.
In fact, as late as the 1980s, African
Americans in the South Carolina Sea Islands,

Virginia Newman claimed Lincoln came through Jasper County
Texas riding in a large carriage. He also shook Newman’s
hand and called on the white population to free their slaves.
“Some folks say dat ain’ Abr’am Lincoln,” remarked Newman,
“but I knowed better.” Library of Congress

claimed that Lincoln traveled there in 1863 to
announce the Emancipation Proclamation in
person; some even said they knew the exact tree
under which he stood. Though there’s no
concrete evidence that Lincoln actually made
any of these incognito visits to the South—and
there is ample documentation to suggest these
visits were wholly fictitious—it’s important that
many former slaves believed he did.
Today, historical debates over emancipation
often focus on whether it came from the top
down or the bottom up—did Lincoln free the
slaves, or did the slaves free themselves?
But the stories of Lincoln coming down South
suggest many freed people didn’t see this as an
either/or question. Did they need Lincoln? Sure.
But emancipation wasn’t something that Lincoln
could just decree from on high. He had to come
down South and get his hands dirty.
Some even described him as taking on the guise
of the trickster popular in black folklore, a sort of
Brer Rabbit in a top hat. When former slaves
claimed Lincoln had paid them a visit, they
weren’t just inserting a beloved president into
their story—they were inserting themselves into
his story. However, they were understandably
wary of associating Lincoln too closely with their
emancipation. By doing so, after all, would have
implied freedom was a gift from a benevolent
white man that could be easily taken away.
Indeed, the former slave Charity Austin had
recounted that, after Lincoln was assassinated,
her owner said that Lincoln’s death meant that
they were slaves once again, and he kept the
ruse up for a year, making them work in black
mourning cloth throughout that time.
In 1908, 30 years before the Federal Writers’
Project began, a white mob in Springfield, Illinois,
enraged by recent crimes allegedly committed by
African Americans,

African Americans were not foolish enough to
think their welfare would be the utmost concern
of a white politician. As Frederick Douglass
said, Lincoln “was preeminently the white man’s
President,” and they were “at best only his stepchildren.” But this didn’t mean Lincoln couldn’t
be a useful ally, especially if his own selfinterest was aligned with theirs. It also didn’t
bother African Americans if Lincoln emancipated
them only to punish the whites of the South.
They didn’t need him to be a saint. But they
also knew he wasn’t a king and he couldn’t just
make emancipation happen on his own.
If the enslaved people of the South needed
Lincoln, then he needed them too.
Lincoln didn’t just work with African Americans;
he became a familiar figure in black folklore.
Like Brer Rabbit, and indeed like most slaves,
the Lincoln in these stories often had to resort to
guile and deception in order to get what he
wanted.
But he also had a certain degree of latitude that
wasn’t possible in slavery, allowing survivors of
slavery to vicariously enjoy his exploits. Lincoln
presaged the ultimate downfall of the southern
slaveocracy. But that wasn’t all. By behaving
like a trickster from black folklore, Lincoln was
signaling—or rather, the black storytellers were
signaling—his solidarity with African Americans.
Of course, these stories about Lincoln were told
within a specific historical context.
The people interviewing the former slaves were
employees of the federal government, and most
of them were white. Many were members of
groups like the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, which valorized the Lost Cause.
Some were even descendants of folks who
owned the very people they were interviewing.
Survivors of slavery had every reason to believe
that the white interviewers would present their
stories in a way that bolstered white supremacy.
And telling a quaint story about Abraham
Lincoln was a clever (and relatively safe) way to
push back against that. Using Lincoln was
especially powerful at a time when many
Americans had co-opted Lincoln as an icon of
white supremacy. The 1915 film The Birth of a
Nation, in addition to denouncing emancipation
and venerating the Klan, depicted Lincoln as an
enemy of the radical abolitionists

and suggested that, had Lincoln lived, he
would have supported immediate reunion
with the South at the expense of black
civil rights.

The following year, the name of the village
growing around the Square was changed to
Woodstock, at the suggestion of an early settler
to honor his home town of Woodstock, Vermont.

In general, white Americans celebrated
Lincoln in a way that made the Civil War
a story about white people. They spoke
of Lincoln in the same breath as Robert
E. Lee, considering them both American
heroes.

Woodstock, Illinois, became the county seat of
McHenry County. A courthouse was built on the
Square in 1857 at a cost of $47,000. The
Square itself was graded and planted with elm
trees in 1858-9. These photos from the 1860s
show what it looked like at the time.

There was a popular story that Lincoln
had comforted a dying Confederate
prisoner who didn’t know who he was,
and that when Lincoln derided his recent
address at Gettysburg, the dying rebel
assured him they were “beautiful, broad
words” which reminded everyone they
were “not Northern or Southern, but
American.”
Such a sentimental reunion of North and
South was, of course, a primarily white
affair. And when African Americans were
included in Lincoln’s story, it was only in a
subservient role. This was not how
survivors of slavery understood their
relationship to Lincoln. He wasn’t far-off
and aloof; he worked hand-in-hand with
black folk. He listened to the slaves’
stories. He made fools out of the south’s
slaveholders and urged black people to
fight.
As Charlie Davenport remembered,
Lincoln came through Mississippi “rantin’
an’ a-preachin’ ’bout us bein’ his black
brothers.” Perhaps they weren’t related
by blood—perhaps he was only a
stepfather. But they were still kin at a
time when many Americans were trying to
remake Lincoln into a symbol of white
supremacy and erasing black people from
the story of the Civil War altogether, the
survivors of slavery were saying, through
their stories of Lincoln coming down to
the South, that they could not be erased
and they wouldn’t be forgotten.
They’d been there the whole time.
_________________________________

The Woodstock Square A Brief History Lesson
by Caryl Dierksen

In 1844 Alvin Judd platted a new town in
the center of McHenry County, and he
named it Centerville. The plat contained a
central square oriented to the compass
points, with streets originating at the
centers of the four sides.
The whole square was surrounded by a
rectangular grid.

The streets were not paved with their signature
bricks until 1912.
Here is the Square decorated to commemorate
the death of President Ulysses S. Grant in 1885.

And here is the same place last summer during
the Fair Diddley craft show.

________________________________________

In 1887 the county built a jail next to the
courthouse. Two years later, work began on the
Square’s opera house.
This imposing Romanesque-styled building
originally held, in addition to the 64-seat theater,
the city hall, the fire department, and the public
library.
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