
 

         

  

 

 

 

THE FLAG                       
OF THE                   

UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA,                              

AND THE PROPER                 

.. 

All Americans should be given this lesson. 

Those who think that America is an arrogant 

nation should reconsider that thought. Our 

founding fathers used GOD's word and 

teachings to establish our Great Nation and I 

think it's time Americans get re-educated about 

this Nation's history.  Pass it along and be 

proud of the country we live in and even more 

proud of those who serve to protect our rights 

and freedoms. I hope you take the time to read 

this ... To thouroughly understand exactly what 

the flag draped coffin really means ..                   

Here is how to understand the flag that laid 

upon it and is surrendered to so many widows 

and widowers.                                                  

Did you know that at military funerals, the 

execution of the 21-gun salute stands for the 

total sum of the numbers in the year 1776?      

Have you ever noticed that the honor guard 

pays meticulous attention to correctly folding 
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You are viewing an original illustration of 

New Years Day by Thomas Nast.  The 

picture compares and contrasts the state of 

affairs in the North and the South during the 

Civil War and the year of 1864.                       

 

 



 
the United States of America Flag 13 times? 

You probably thought it was to symbolize the 

original 13 colonies, but we learn something 

new every day! 

THE PROPER WAY                                       

TO FOLD                                                      

THE AMERICAN FLAG 

The very 1st fold of the flag is a symbol of life.

 

The 2nd fold is a symbol of the belief in 

eternal life.

 

The 3rd fold is made in honor and in 

rememberance of the veterans departing the 

ranks who gave a portion of their lives for the 

defense of the country to attain peace 

throughout the world

 

The 4th fold represents the weaker nature, for 

as American citizens trusting in God, it is to 

Him we turn in times of peace as well as in 

time of war for His divine guidance. 

The 5th fold is a tribute to the country, for in 

the words of Naval Commodore Stephen 

Decatur, 'Our Country, in dealing with other 

countries, may she always be right; but it is  

still our country, right or wrong.' 

The 6th fold is for where people's hearts lie. It 

is with their heart that they pledge allegiance to 

the flag of the United States of America , and 

the Republic for which it stands, one Nation 

under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice 

for all. 

The 7th fold is a tribute to its Armed Forces, 

for it is through the Armed Forces that they 

protect their country and their flag against all 

her enemies, whether they be found within or 

without the boundaries of their republic. 

 The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who 

entered into the valley of the shadow of death, 

that we might see the light of day. 

             

 

 

 

The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, and 

Mothers. For it has been through their faith, their 

love, loyalty and devotion that the character of 

the men and women who have made this country 

great has been molded. 

The 10th fold is a tribute to the father, for he, 

too, has given his sons and daughters for the 

defense of their country since they were first born                          

The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the 

seal of King David and King Solomon and 

glorifies in the Hebrews eyes, the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity 

and glorifies, in the Christians eyes, God the 

Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. 

                         

The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely 

folded, the stars are uppermost reminding them 

of their Nations motto, 'In God We Trust.'  

                             

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, 

it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever 

reminding us of the soldiers who served under 

General George Washington, and the Sailors 

and Marines who served under Captain John 

Paul Jones, and who were followed by their 

comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of 

the United States, preserving for them the rights, 

privileges and freedoms they enjoy today. 

There are some traditions and ways of doing 

things that have deep meaning. In the future, 

you'll see flags folded and now you will know 

why. Share this with the children you love and all 

others who love what is referred to, the symbol of 

'Liberty and Freedom.'  

 MAYBE THE U.S. SUPREME COURT SHOULD 

READ THIS EXPLANATION BEFORE THEY 

RENDER THEIR DECISION ON THE PLEDGE 

OF ALLEGIANCE.;  MAYBE SOMEONE WITH 

THE NECESSARY POWER, OR POLITICAL 

CLOUT AND FINANCIAL INFLUENCE, WILL 

BRING IT TO THEIR ATTENTION.   IN THE 

MEANTIME, MAY GOD PROTECT US 

ALWAYS. AS ONE NATION, UNDER GOD, 

WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL. 

AND, AS YOU READ THIS, MAKE SURE THAT 

YOU PLAY OUR BELOVED NATIONAL 

ANTHEM…. “THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER”, 

WHICH, BY THE WAY, IS NOT RACIST!   

                                 KEITH M. FISHER EDITOR           

The left of the pictures presents scenes of 

happiness and joy in the North.  Union Soldiers 

are pictures on Furlough, celebrating the new 

year with their family.  A small inset image 

shows former slaves celebrating their recent 

emancipation.  Children are seen happy and 

playing.  A picture of a union soldier shows him 

to be well fed, clothed and equipped.  

In contrast, the images on the right show the  

sad state of affairs in the South at this time.               

A woman and several children are shown 

weeping and grieving over a fresh grave 

presumably that of the woman's husband, and 

the father of the children.  A rebel soldier is seen 

in a tattered uniform, unable to protect himself 

from the bitter cold.                       

The upper inset image implies a spiritual 

component to the Civil War, with scenes of 

heavenly and demonic beings pitted against one 

another. 

With the 1864 presidential campaign about to 

get underway, and with the Democratic Party 

arguing strongly for Compromise with the South. 

Thomas Nast used this illustration to remind the 

people of the North as to exactly what had been 

accomplished, and how victory was so very 

close at hand, only if the country would stay the 

course and see the complete and undisputed 

victory over the Confederacy. 

    __________________________________                                

  2017 MCCWRT     

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
PRESIDENT BOB FRENZ                      

AND                                                                

MS. CLARA BARTON 

 



a 

  

 
THE CONFEDERATE 
GENERAL WHO WAS 

ERASED                                       
Jane Dailey, Contributor Associate Professor of 

History, University of Chicago

GENERAL WILLIAM MAHONE 

There’s a reason you won’t find many 

monuments in the South to one of Robert E. 

Lee’s most able deputies. 

Some years ago, I went to a conference in 

Charleston. During a free moment, I strolled 

down to an old marketplace where I browsed 

the shops — all of which, it seemed, 

specialized in Confederate memorabilia. In 

search of a small gift for my son, I wandered 

among stacks of toy rifles, piles of 

Confederate belt buckles, and displays of 

battle flag bumper-stickers.  At some point my 

eye caught a large framed lithograph of 

Robert E. Lee and the officers of the Army of 

Northern Virginia entitled “Lee and His 

Generals.” Inspecting it, I saw that something 

— or rather, someone — was missing. I was 

looking for a tiny, bearded, Major General, a 

divisional commander who was with Lee at 

Appomattox and who shared in the decision to 

surrender that April day in 1865. I was looking 

for General William Mahone of Virginia, and I 

did not find him because he was not there.     

A native Virginian, a railroad magnate, a 

slaveholder, and an ardent secessionist, 

Mahone served in the Confederate army 

throughout the war. He was one of the Army 

of Northern Virginia’s most able commanders, 

distinguishing himself particularly in the 

summer of 1864 at the Battle of the Crater 

outside Petersburg. After the war, Robert E. 

Lee recalled that, when contemplating a 

successor, he thought that Mahone “had 

developed the highest qualities for 

organization and command.” How did such a 

high-ranking Confederate commander wind up 

missing in action in a Charleston gift shop? 

Not, I think, by accident.  By now, Americans 

interested in the Confederate monument 

removal project have had it drilled into 

them that the monuments were erected decades 

after the end of the Civil War as testimonies to 

white supremacy in all its various manifestations: 

segregation, disenfranchisement, lynching, 

peonage, and second-class citizenship across 

the board.  But the monuments were not merely 

commemorative. They were designed to conceal 

a past that their designers wanted to suppress. 

That past was the period after Reconstruction 

and before Jim Crow, years in which African 

Americans in the former Confederacy exercised 

political power, ran for public office, published 

newspapers, marched as militias, ran their own 

businesses, organized voluntary associations, 

built schools and churches: a time, in other 

words, when they participated as full members of 

society.  General William Mahone has not been 

forgotten entirely. Rather, he has been selectively 

remembered. There is a Mahone Monument, for 

example, erected by the Daughters of the 

Confederacy, at the Crater Battlefield in 

Petersburg, and Civil War scholars have treated 

Mahone’s military career with respect.  There is 

an able biography. The problems posed by 

William Mahone for many Virginians in the past 

— and what makes it worthwhile for us to think 

about him in the present — lie in his postwar 

career.  Senator William Mahone was one of the 

most maligned political leaders in post-Civil War 

America. He was also one of the most capable. 

Compared to the Roman traitor Cataline (by 

Virginia Democrats), to Moses (by African 

American congressman John Mercer Langston), 

and to Napoleon (by himself), Mahone organized 

and led the most successful interracial political 

alliance in the post-emancipation South. 

Mahone’s Readjuster Party, an independent 

coalition of black and white Republicans and 

white Democrats that was named for its policy of 

downwardly “readjusting” Virginia’s state debt, 

governed the state from 1879 to 1883. During 

this period, a Readjuster governor occupied the 

statehouse, two Readjusters represented Virginia 

in the United States Senate, and Readjusters 

represented six of Virginia’s ten congressional 

districts. Under Mahone’s leadership, his coalition 

controlled the state legislature and the courts, 

and held and distributed the state’s many 

coveted federal offices.  A black-majority party, 

the Readjusters legitimated and promoted African 

American citizenship and political power by 

supporting black suffrage, office-holding, and jury 

service.  To a degree previously unseen in 

Virginia, and unmatched anywhere else in the 

nineteenth-century South, the Readjusters 

became an institutional force for the protection 

and advancement of black rights and interests.  

At the state level, the Readjusters separated 

payment of the school tax from the suffrage, 

thereby enfranchising thousands of Virginia’s 

poorest voters.  They had restored and 

reinvigorated public education in the state, 

 

and they lowered real estate and personal 

property taxes.  They banned the chain gang 

and the whipping post.  At the municipal level, 

Readjuster governments paved streets, added 

sidewalks, and modernized water systems.  

The Readjusters lost power in 1883 through a 

Democratic campaign of violence, electoral 

fraud, and appeals to white solidarity.  While 

Democrats suppressed progressive politics in 

the state, other groups of elite white Virginians 

worked fast to eradicate the memory of 

Virginia’s experiment in interracial democracy. 

These were mutually reinforcing projects. 

Convinced that black enfranchisement was “the 

greatest curse that ever befell this country,” 

members of the Association for the (APVA), 

Preservation of Virginia Antiquities founded in 

1889, equated the Readjuster’ rule with 

“mobocracy” and called for radical pruning of 

the electorate.   After 1900, William Mahone 

was characterized by whites in Virginia as a 

demagogic race traitor with autocratic 

tendencies. This representation was so 

powerful that as late as the 1940s the worst 

charge that could be brought against an anti-

Democratic opposition candidate was that he 

had been associated with Mahone and the 

Readjusters.  Black Virginians remembered 

things rather differently. In 1922, Luther Porter 

Jackson, a historian educated at Fisk and the 

University of Chicago, joined the faculty at 

Virginia State College, a black college founded 

by the Readjusters in 1882.   Prescribing for the 

combination of a nonpartisan political 

organization and African American memory to 

combat white supremacy, in 1945 Jackson 

published Negro Officeholders in Virginia, 1865-

1895 in an effort to inspire black Virginians to 

recall their power in the past and to regain the 

political influence they had wielded before Jim 

Crow.    

As Americans interrogate the history and 

meaning behind monuments to glorify the 

Confederacy, we must recognize the crucial 

role played by the politics of memory in the 

assault on African American equality. Luther 

Porter Jackson understood this. So did those 

“traditionalists” who built monuments to 

Confederate generals (but not Mahone), and 

bent history to their purpose. Interracial political 

cooperation had to be forgotten if southern 

conservatives were going to sell white 

supremacy and solidarity as timeless and 

natural, and not as the result of a 30-year 

campaign to render black southerners political 

and economic dependents and social unequals. 

How we remember our past directly influences 

the possibilities for our future. This is why white 

Democrats erased as much as they could of the 

history of interracial democracy in the South, 

after they destroyed it. 

 



 
 

 

 

 
LONGEST                             

HELD PRISONER                     
AT ANDERSONVILLE                

By Kenneth Jennings Wooster 

A correspondent in California has presented me 

with the claim that her great great great 

grandfather, Sidney Palen, of the 12th New York 

Cavalry holds the distinction of being the 

longest held Union prisoner at the nortorious 

Confederate prison at Andersonville, Georgia. 

In support of this claim she has provided me 

with the following information that is a direct 

quote from a local newspaper in Marshaltown, 

Iowa, dated August 19, 1931. 

   __________________________________ 

ANDERSONVILLE VETERAN 
CELEBRATES                                

84TH BIRTHDAY 

Sidney Palin, one of the few men living who 

experienced the horrors of Andersonville, Civil 

War Confederate Prisoner of War Camp, 

recently celebrated his eighty-fourth birthday 

anniversary at the soldier’s home. 

Mr Palin spent more time in the Andersonville 

prisoner of war camp than any other man alive.      

He endured its tortures for 1 year and 10 days. 

The prison was in existence for only thirteen 

months. 

The Soldier’s home member was recorded on 

the Muster Rolls of Company A, Twelfth New 

York Cavalry, during the Civil War, having 

enlisted in 1862 when he was 18 years old. 

He was captured along with 2300 other Union 

soldiers at Plymouth, North Carolina, and was 

then sent to Andersonville.  He entered the 

prison weighing 160 pounds, and came out 

weighing only 80 pounds. 

   __________________________________  

His decendent tells me that she has copies of 

both the military and pension files for Sidney 

Palin.   

She has said in a recent message to me,      

“He was captured April 20, 1864 and taken to 

Andersonville prison.   

On December 2, 1864 he was taken to the 

hospital where he stayed until January 10, 

1865.   

He was then turned over to Colonel O’Neil on 

February 28, 1865 and then returned to 

Andersonville.  I believe that he escaped on 

April 30th, as he then rejoined Company A on 

May 9, 1865 at Goldsboro, North Carolina.” 

 

  

 His entry from the AGO Muster File reads as 

follows: 

   ______________________________________ 

PALEN, SIDNEY, - Age, 18 years, 

enlisted, August 17, 1862, at Fulton; 
mustered in as a private, Company A, 
November 19, 1862, to serve three years; 
missing in action, April 20, 1864, at 
Plymouth, North Carolina; escaped and 
rejoined his company at Goldsboro, North 
Carolina, date not recorded; mustered out 
with company, July 19, 1865, at Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

    ___________________________ 

It is interesting to note that there is a 
discrepancy between the newspaper article 
and the AGO record with regard to his age.  
It seems that the young Mr. Palin may have 
very well enlisted just as he was turning the 
age of fifteen. 

   ____________________________ 

WELCOME TO THE                     

NATIONAL CIVIL WAR 

ASSOCIATION 

 

The National Civil War Association, Inc. is a 501c3 

non-profit educational corporation dedicated to 

“Keeping History Alive by Living It”.  Through our 

public events and school presentations we educate 

the public about the American Civil War, 1861-1865.  

We cover both the famous events of the Eastern 

Theater (Antietam, Gettysburg, etc.) where the fate 

of our nation was determined, as well as the Pacific 

Theater which determined the future of California. 

An all-volunteer organization, the NCWA has a place 

for anyone interested in this crucial period of US 

History regardless of experience level. Individuals, 

Couples, and Families new to reenacting may attend 

one event as members for free.   

 

Individuals, Couples, and Families new to reenacting 

may attend one event as members for free.  See 

MEMBERSHIP for more details. 

MCHENRY COUNTY            

CIVIL WAR ROUND 

TABLE 

                                 

ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 

ARE NOW DUE! 

 

___________________ 

 

 

VISIT THE 

MCHENRY COUNTY                           

CIVIL WAR ROUND 

TABLE WEB SITE 
www.mchenrycivilwar.com 

DON PURN WEB MASTER 
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