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By Gene Salecker
On March 24,1865 the Riverboat Sultana left
Vicksburg, Mississippi carying as many as
2,100 recently released imanciated Union
soldiers who were former inhabitants of the
Confederate prison camps of Andersonville
and Cahaba. Also on board were 100 civilian
passengers and 85 crewmen.
Sultana’s extremely overloaded capacity of
2,300 passengers filled almost every inch of
space on all of her decks. Amazingly as it was,
this many passengers on board the sidewinder
riverboat overloaded it by more than six times,
especially when her legal carying capacity was
to have only been 376 passengers in total.
Approximately at 2:00am on April 27,1865 the
Sultana was 7 miles north of Memphis, when
her three boilers exploded.
Lieutenant Colonel Ruben Hatch along with
other Officers and Businessmen would be
responsible for the cause of the “Worst
Martime Disaster” in American history. .

****
THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM
AND
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST
The Battle of Antietam was the bloodiest day
of the American Civil War, with approximately
4,000 deaths and an overall casualtie rate of
more than 23,110.
The Saturday Evening Post, which had
already been around for 40-plus years by
then, did not offer a “blow-by-blow” of daily
events as a paper would today.
Instead, it gave weekly summations of the
battles and fighting and occasionally
published engravings.

The Civil War featured several prominent
battlefield blunders. The resulting
casualties have made these battles case
studies in bad military judgment
By J. M. Pressley
First published: January 18, 2011

McCLELLAN AT ANTIETAM (1862)
BURNSIDE AT FREDRICKSBURG (1862)
HOOKER AT CHANCELLORSVILLE (1863)
LEE AT GETTYSBURG (1863)
GRANT AT COLD HARBOR (1864)

JULY PRESENTATION IN REVIEW
Civil War “Show and Tell”
At its July meeting the MCCWRT held its
annual “show and tell” program.
Members and guests are asked to bring an
artifact – no weapons – and describe it for
the audience.
Charlie Banks brought a Civil War
commemorative stamp collection and also
some First Day Covers. He also had an
“N” scale version of a Civil War era
locomotive and cars. The members found
very interesting Charlie’s collection of
150th anniversary coins from the LincolnDouglas debates. These were in a
beautiful boxed set.
Dave Noe displayed a great framed
collection of gun tools that he has collected
over the past 30 years. These included
both U.S. and foreign tools. Included were
mainspring devices and British
combination tools. These would have
been carried in a soldier’s pouch or
cartridge box. Dave explained that
because of their cost, some of these
devices were only issued to sergeants.
Velma Crawford brought a Civil War era
carpetbag that belonged to her husband
Frank’s great-grandmother. It was in
beautiful condition and reportedly can hold
a “lot” of belongings. This was a very
durable form of luggage. Frank’s
ancestors owned much of the land that
became Oak Ridge Cemetery in
Springfield.
Frank Crawford displayed an e-flat coronet
that was carried by John Post of the 27th
Illinois during the Civil War. This
instrument was actually played over the
shoulder so the troops marching behind
could hear it. The coronet came with the
original box and mouthpiece! Velma
bought it from the family of Bernie Allen of
Belvidere as a gift to Frank.
Don Purn brought some Confederate
currency that he purchased while on a trip
to Louisiana while studying the Red River
campaign. One particularly nice example
of a $20 note was displayed in a Plexiglas
case.

Don explained that the Confederates took printed
sheets of U.S. money and bank notes and printed
theirs’ on the reverse.
Bob Frenz showed photographs of the John Hay
summer home in New Hampshire and Robert
Todd Lincoln’s in Vermont that he took on a recent
trip to New England. Also, a photo of Jenny
Hodgers restored cabin in Illinois. He emphasized
the importance of traveling with a sense of history.
Bob also brought a July, 1863 copy of the Union
Volunteer newspaper from Louisville, Ky. extolling
the recent Union victories at Gettysburg and
Vicksburg.
Finally, Ron Romer brought an actual piece of
shrapnel fired from a cannon at Culp’s Hill during
the Battle of Gettysburg. Ron explained that his
son presented the artifact to him as a gift, knowing
his father’s great interest in the Civil War.
Bob Frenz

cruel taskmasters parading as gentle men
and women, it is astonishing to think of this
war as a moment of honor. Why would
people living in Alabama want to memorialize
the Civil War, let alone remember the battles
as moments of Southern glory?
The South lost. And as painful as that was for
people living in Alabama so many decades
ago, I am glad about that. We kept our place
in the United States of America. We abolished
the stain of slavery, even though the legacy of
slavery and its later bigotry and racism still
make life hard for the people whose ancestors
were bought and sold as chattel. And slavery,
it should be noted, certainly made life far
more complicated for the slave owners,
traffickers and bounty hunters who were
sucked into the vortex of exploitation and
violence against human beings.
Slavery was and is morally wrong, and its
discontinuance should be celebrated by every
person of every color and religious faith.
So why are some in the South in love with the
symbols of the Confederacy, particularly when
they are symbols of people who lost their war
and who inflected pain on their fellow human
beings?

Statue of Confederate President Jefferson Davis
Located
on the grounds of the Alabama Capitol at Montgomery

The Alabama Legislature approved a bill Friday, May 19,
2017, that would prohibit the removal of historic
monuments that have stood for more than 40 years.
(AP Photo/Jay Reeves, File)

I Struggle to Understand Southerners'
Affection for the Confederacy
By Rabbi Jonathan Miller of Birmingham, Al.

I am trying to understand the affection that many
Southerners have for monuments and symbols of
the Confederacy.
Our first home in the Birmingham area was in a
neighborhood named after Civil War battles more
than 150 years ago. During these battles, America
lost 2 percent of its population to war casualties.
If we consider the wives, sisters, children and
parents who grieved for soldiers on both sides of
the war, the number of people who personally
suffered grows exponentially. And considering the
fact that the Southern states seceded from the
Union in order to preserve its way of life which
was dependent on the institution of slavery and
built on the backs of-

I am a Jew. I am sensitive to symbols which
haunt my historical memory. The Nazi symbol
of the swastika evokes fear and terror for me.
When I see it, I feel the pain of the terrible
cruelty that Germany and Europe inflicted on
their citizens and my people. It makes me
shudder. I have traveled to Germany. At first,
I did not want to go. I did not want to hear the
German language or admire any of the
German architecture or culture. It brought
back too many painful images for me.
However, I have found that my travels to
Germany to be healing to some degree.
The German people regret the Holocaust
when they slavishly followed history's cruelest
madman and perpetuated the worst crimes
against humanity. While they may exist in
dark alleyways, I did not see any swastikas or
jackbooted soldiers or Hitler look-alikes trying
to recapture imagined glory of the Third Reich
at its most powerful. Instead, the German
people preserved their history without trying to
whitewash it. On the streets of Berlin and
Frankfurt and Munich are small monuments of
remembrance with a story to tell…. "Behind
this wall was a Jewish school." "Here was a
Jewish home/business."

"On such and such a date, Jewish people were
gathered in this spot and were deported to (name
the concentration camp) where they were killed."

“You can’t say you’re being diverse if you have
everybody that thinks the same exact thing
regardless of what they look like.

Monuments like these, of remembrance remind
the people of Germany of the evil their forbearers
perpetuated in a brief but devastating period of
historical lunacy.

That’s not diversity, that’s just shading.”
Since assuming this role, she has learned to
navigate the challenges and preconceived
notions that come when a black woman is in
charge of the storytelling of a war where her
ancestors had no rights — including claims that
she was going to “bash the Confederacy.”

In Germany today, the goal of the monuments is
not to celebrate German power or to romanticize
the period when the German Volk reigned
supreme. Instead, the goal is to remember, to
acknowledge responsibility, and then to pledge
that this kind of hatred will never be perpetrated
in the future against other human beings.
I believe that we Southerners should insist that
we erect new monuments. We should not revere
the generals and soldiers who lost their battles
and died for an immoral cause. Of course we
should remember the casualties and dignify their
losses to their family and community.

Contemplative, she looks around the 9-acre
property. A natural born storyteller, she is
animated as she details complexities of Civil War
history that took place where she stands.

The South has many heroes. We should be proud
of them and celebrate them. We should also be
wise enough to know who our true heroes are.

Meet The Black Woman Reclaiming
the Narrative of the Civil War
By CHANDELIS R. DUSTER

RICHMOND, Va. — On a hot July morning,
Christy Coleman recounts the tales of hundreds
of slaves who worked at the Tredegar Iron Works,
a foundry located along the James River and a
national landmark where weapons of the
Confederacy were made during the Civil War.
As she describes the burning of Richmond,
Coleman explains how the ironworks survived
and represents a tangible part of American
history.

Coleman has been intrigued by history since
she was a child.
Growing up in historic Williamsburg, Virginia,
home of the state’s capitol during the 1700s,
she was surrounded with history.

Of course we should remember the families who
mourned for the dead sons and husbands and
brothers who suffered terribly wearing the
Confederate uniform and acknowledge their
bravery and sacrifice. But we should not honor
the cause for which they gave the ultimate
sacrifice. That cause was unjust.
We should erect monuments of places where
slaves were bought and sold. We should erect
monuments to honor the unnamed men, women
and children whose back breaking work built our
economy and sustained the privileged few. We
should erect monuments to the men and women
of faith who resisted slavery and worked for
reconciliation and wholeness and peace.

“I said no. My job as a public historian is for
you all to make those judgments for
yourselves,” Coleman said “My job is to lay out
stories you may not have considered or heard
before and provide an environment where
people can learn and explore. And that’s what I
do and I do that fairly well.”

She got her bachelor's and master's degrees
from Hampton University where she focused
on museum studies.

“History is all around us, we are living in the midst
of our history, the question is how do we choose
to navigate it?” said Coleman, who became the
president of the American Civil War Center at
Historic Tredegar in 2008. The museum has
three locations: Historic Tredegar, the White
House and Museum of the Confederacy, and the
Museum of the Confederacy in Appomattox,
Virginia.
It is the first museum to offer the point of view of
not only the Union and Confederacy, but also
that of the millions of enslaved persons, free and
unfreed, that were involved in the war.
While her work as a historian is rooted in the
past, her job as CEO of the American Civil War
Museum is to ensure that the conversations
surrounding the Civil War are moving forward.
She prides herself as one of the few black
women to head a Civil War museum. She said
diversity in leadership roles like hers are crucial,
especially when it comes to how the stories
throughout history are told. “Diversity simply
means there are new questions that are being
asked. That in and of itself is invaluable,”
Coleman said.

The Civil War was not Coleman’s interest at
first, but she was drawn to the complexities and
history of the city involved in it.
It is a decision she doesn’t regret and, since
becoming head of the American Civil War
Center at Historic Tredegar, she has reshaped
conversations of how the Civil war has been
discussed.
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