1998
VOLUME NO. 18 ISSUE NO. 12

2016
DECEMBER, 2016

MCHENRY COUNTY
CIVIL WAR
ROUND TABLE
NOW CELEBRATING

AT THE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
AND MCHENRY COUNTY
SINCE IT’S FOUNDING

MCHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

DISCUSSION GROUP
AT THE PANERA BREAD COMPANY

6000 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY

CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS

AT UNION,
McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

7514 BARNARD ROAD
WONDER LAKE, ILLINOIS

___________________

APRIL 12, 1861 – MAY 9, 1865

Also known as “The War Between the States”,
was fought by the Northern and Southern States
on American soil. U.S. Federal Troops battled
eleven (Southern secession states) called the
Confederate States of America, from 1861 to
1865. The result of this one conflict was a total
of 620,000 deaths. In comparison to a total of
644,000 deaths from all other conflicts this
country has ever fought in.
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By BJORN SKAPTASAN
SALT CREEK CWRT
DECEMBER 16, 2016
AND THE

RESULTS OF
DIRECTOR & OFFICER
ELECTIONS
HELD ON
NOVEMBER 8, 2016
PRESIDENT:
BOB FRIENZ
VICE PRESIDENT:
CHARLIE BANKS

By Bruce Allardice
LINCOLN/DAVIS
CWRT
DECEMBER 20, 2016

By Ted Karamanski
SOUTH SUBURBAN
CWRT
DECEMBER 15, 2016

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
CWRT
DECEMBER 2, 2016

TREASURER:
DON PURN
SECRETARY:
GLORIA MACK

MEMBERSHIP:
SANDY KUPSTIS
DIRECTOR:
JEFF REES
DIRECTOR:
JIM STANIS
Congratulations, to all the
newly elected Officers and
Directors of the MCCWRT.
May the New Year and
Presentation Season of
2017 be the best ever.

By Tony Ziebol

French presence in Mexico as a potential
threat to the United States.
With Vicksburg and Port Hudson now in
Union hands, General Nathaniel Banks
led a failed effort to take Sabine Pass in
September of 1863. General William
Franklin’s attempt to take Opelousas in
October also ended in failure.

In early 1864, Banks, as Commander of
the Department of the Gulf, was placed in
command of the Red River Campaign.
Shreveport, only a few miles from Texas
and the farthest point of river navigability,
was the objective.
This would be a combined land and sea
operation. Admiral David Porter would
command a fleet of about 30 boats.
Andrew Smith’s forces on loan from
Sherman would come down from Port
Hudson. Richard Steele was to move
down from Arkansas. In all, Banks
was in command of about 25,000 infantry
plus a division of cavalry.
On the Confederate side, General Kirby
Smith was in overall command of forces in
the west. General Richard Taylor, a
Louisiana native, took command on the
scene. Kirby and Taylor frequently

butted heads during this operation.
The first engagement of the campaign was
at Fort DeRussy on March 14th. Achieving
success here, Union forces next moved onto
Alexandria. Cotton now reared its ugly head.
The navy raided riverside plantations and put
their stamp – and profit – on the cotton bales.

In the midst of this Grant became General in
Chief of all Union forces and told Banks that
he would have to return Smith’s men to
Sherman by the end of April. On top of this,
the Red wasn’t rising as it normally did in the
spring (thanks in large part to Confederate
efforts to divert its flow) and Porter only
managed to get 13 of his boats over the falls
near Alexandria. Uncertain of the roads,
Banks left the river at Grand Ecore and
went inland. This proved to be a costly
mistake as the column with hundreds of
unnecessary wagons was spread out for 20
miles. Meanwhile, Porter headed upriver
toward Shreveport.
At Sabine Crossroads, near Mansfield, La.,
on April 8th Banks was soundly defeated by
Taylor, now reinforced to 8,000 men.
Banks lost 2,200 men to Taylor’s loss of
about 1,000 that day. Union forces fell back
to Pleasant Hill that evening. On the 9th at
about 4:30 p.m. Confederate forces under
Thomas Churchill attacked the strung out
Federal troops. This attack initially
succeeded but was later beaten back by 4
Union regiments being held in reserve.

When this attempt failed, Banks was able to
successfully return his infantry to Alexandria.
Here he found the water levels too low to move
Porter’s boats. At this point, Joseph Bailey of
Wisconsin suggested building temporary wing
dams to create a channel for the boats. This
proved successful and by May 13th all of Porter’s
fleet had passed Alexandria; by May 15th they
were in the Mississippi. The Battle of Mansura
on May 16th, which resulted in Taylor’s retreat,
ended the Red River Campaign.
What were the results of this failed expedition to
break Texas away from the Confederacy?
Southern losses totaled about 4,300; Union
casualties amounted to approximately 5,400
plus the loss of a lot of material. And as a result,
the Confederacy now controlled more of
Louisiana and Arkansas than they had before.
It, also, further delayed Grant’s planned attack
on Mobile and Sherman never got his 10,000
men back.
Pat maintains that this campaign was
unnecessary to begin with: it was a case of
politics and economics dominating military
planning.
Bob Frenz
_______________________________

FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR
IN LOUISIANA

Free people of color people were of African
descent who lived in colonial and antebellum
Despite the day’s success Banks decided to America and were either born free or had
retreat to Grand Encore. At this point Smith escaped the bonds of slavery before it was
Franklin arrived with the intent to arrest
abolished in 1865, made significant contributions
Banks and take command. The river now
to the economies and cultures of the
became the retreating Federals main enemy. communities in which they lived but held an
anomalous status in the racial hierarchy of the
The Confederates by now had diverted
day. Inhabiting this place in between made their
about ¾ of the flow of the Red.
ambiguous and incongruent status one of the
Porter, not finding Banks, decided to head
most talked about “problems” of the first half of
downriver. Taylor, now down to about 5,000 the nineteenth century, yet their story has been
men, tried to trap Banks at Monett’s Ferry on largely overshadowed by the harsh story of
April 23, 1864.
slavery.

In Louisiana, free people of color enjoyed
a relatively high level of acceptance and
prosperity during the antebellum period,
a legacy from the state’s French and
Spanish antecedents, but their position
and opportunities decreased as the
American Civil War approached.
They were most heavily concentrated in
New Orleans, where they often worked
as artisans and professionals. Baton
Rouge, St. Landry Parish, and the
Natchitoches area also had significant
numbers. Some were plantation owners
and slaveholders. It is for their
contributions to the arts that Louisiana’s
free people of color have come to be
best known, with many distinguishing
themselves as authors. Further
contributing to the diversity of free people
of color, while Francophone and free
blacks of French descent (“gens de
couleur libres”) predominated the
population, there were also many
English-speaking free blacks who either
moved to Louisiana from elsewhere or
had Anglo-Saxon heritage.

FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR
AND CREOLES
Free People of Color (F.P.C.) were
Africans, Creoles of Color (New Worldborn people of African descent) and
persons of mixed African, European and
or Native American descent. Although
the term "Creole" has been debated over
the past 100 years, under Spanish
colonial Louisiana and the early
American period, the word "Creole" was
used to describe slaves native to the
New World and by F.P.C. or Creoles of
Color. Use of the term by whites to
describe themselves was inconsistent
and probably did not become common
until after the large influx of Americans
arrived in the city after the Battle of New
Orleans in1815.
In Louisiana, the first F.P.C. came from
France or its colonies in the Caribbean
and in West Africa.

During the French colonial period in
Louisiana, F.P.C. were a rather small
and insignificant group. During French
rule from 1702-1769, there are records
for only 150 emancipations of slaves.
The majority of slaves freed in
Louisiana's colonial period was during
the Spanish reign from 1769-1803, with
approximately 2,500 slaves being freed.
The majority of these slaves were
Africans and unmixed blacks who bought
their freedom. Later on, this initial group
would be augmented by Haitian refugees
and other F.P.C. from the Caribbean,
Mexico, Central and South America,
other parts of the United States and from
around the world.
During French rule 1702-1769, there are
records for only 150 emancipations of
slaves. The majority of slaves freed in
Louisiana's colonial period were during
the Spanish reign from 1769-1803, with
approximately 2,500 slaves being freed
The majority of these slaves were
Africans and unmixed blacks who bought
their freedom. Later on, this initial group
would be augmented by Haitian refugees
and other F.P.C. from the Caribbean,
Mexico, Central and South America, as
well as other parts of the United States
and from around the world.
A significant amount of slaves became
free because they were the children of
white native-born and European fathers
who sometimes openly acknowledged
their mixed offspring and who also
usually freed the mother of their children.
It would be several generations before
mulatto, quadroon and octoroon women
would become the common-law wives
and mistresses of white men.
The reason for the high number of F.P.C.
in New Orleans was largely due to the
influx of Haitian refugees into the city in
1809. Approximately 10,000 people
arrived in New Orleans with roughly a
third being F.P.C., another third and the
remaining whites.

By the eve of the Civil War in 1860, the
reported total population for F.P.C. in
Louisiana was 18,647 people with the
majority being in New Orleans with a census
tally of 10,689 people. However, these
figures seem too low given a natural increase
and the much larger figures reported in 1840
and 1850. Although some F.P.C. did
migrate to Haiti, Mexico, and to Europe,
these low figures were probably due to
under-reporting by Louisiana census takers.
Free People of Color were highly skilled
craftsmen, business people, educators,
writers, planters and musicians.
Many free women of color were highly skilled
seamstresses, hairdressers and cooks while
some owned property and kept boarding
houses.
Some F.P.C. were planters before and after
the Civil War and owned slaves. Although
shocking and incomprehensible to many
people today, the fact that some F.P.C.
owned slaves must be viewed in its historical
context
Today the legacy of Free People of Color is
still with us, in jazz, Creole cuisine,
numerous artists, politicians as well as fine
educators.

_____________________________

CORDUALLY INVITES
ONE AND ALL TO ATTEND
OUR MONTHLY
MEETING / PRESENTATIONS
ON THE
SECOND TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH
AT THE WOODSTOCK LIBRARY
414 West Judd Street, Woodstock, Illinois

PLEASE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.mchenrycivil war.com
DONALD PURN WEB MASTER
AND
READ OUR NEWSLETTER:

THE CIVIL WAR REPORTER
McHENRY COUNTY
CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
NEWSLETTER

KEITH FISHER EDITOR

.

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON
AND MCCWRT
SCHOLARSHIP
FUND RAISER

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
PRESENTATION:
"MARY TODD LINCOLN AND
SPIRITUALISM",
FUND RAISER FOR MCCWRT
SCHOLARSHIP,

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 4, 2016

GRAND OLD MILL INN,
7514 BARNARD ROAD,
WONDER LAKE, ILLINOIS

11:00 AM

HOPE TO SEE ONE AND ALL AT THE CELEBRATION!

