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    DISCUSSION GROUP 
  AT THE PANERA BREAD COMPANY

       6000 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY

         CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 

SATURDAY
     OCTOBER 22, 2016 

10:00 A.M. – NOON 

As a cadet at West Point, Ulysses S. Grant was 

an indifferent student. 

 As a young soldier in the Mexican War, he 

studied the works of generals such as Zachary 

Taylor and Winfield Scott.  

 

When he took command of his own troops in  

the Civil War, he combined what he learned  

with his own considerable talents to win an 

impressive string of battlefield victories.  

 

He made his reputation in Tennessee, at Fort 

Donelson and at the Battle of Shiloh.  

 

 

 

          McHENRY COUNTY 
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              ROUND TABLE 

           NOW CELEBRATING 
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                      AT UNION, 
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               The American Civil War 

 

Was a war fought by the Northern and Southern 

states in the United States of America from 1861 

to 1865.  Federal troops faced secessionists from 

eleven Southern states which grouped together 

into an alliance proclaiming to be a New Nation 

separate from the United States named the 

Confederate States of America. 

 

      Period: April 12, 1861 – May 9, 1865     

 

 

 

 

 

 

        PRESENTATION 
     WOODSTOCK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
            414 WEST JUDD STREET 

          WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS 

             TUESDAY 
     OCTOBER 11, 2016 
            7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 
                       

          By Charlie Banks        
            

 
 

The Battle of Monocacy (also known 

as Monocacy Junction). 

 

Was fought on July 9, 1864, 

approximately 6 miles from Frederick, 

Maryland, as part of the Valley 

Campaigns of 1864 during the 

American Civil War 

 
Confederate forces under Lt. General 

Jubal A. Early defeated Union forces 

under Maj. General Lew Wallace.  

           

 



                              

                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

  KANKAKEE VALLEY   
  CWRT 

           OCTOBER 5, 2016 

   By Willie Dixon 
 

   CHICAGO CWRT
          OCTOBER 14, 2016 

 By Lance Herdegon 
 

  SALT CREEK CWRT     
         OCTOBER 21, 2016 

   By Art Foley 
 

LINCOLN/DAVIS
                   CWRT 

  OCTOBER 18, 2016 

By Dave Powell 
   

SOUTH SUBURBAN    
   CWRT 

          OCTOBER 27, 2016 

  By Brian Conroy 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD Civil War, 

soldiers celebrated by decorating their camp 

Christmas trees with hard-tack and salt-

pork and singing carols decorating 
their camp Christmas 
trees with After 
General William 
Sherman captured 
Savannah in December 
of 1864 their horses up 
like reindeer by 
attaching branches to 
their headgear and 
delivered food and 
supplies to hungry 
families in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         PRESENTATION 
              IN REVIEW 

  September Meeting    

 Presentation 

         The Palmyra Massacre 

  

Some of the bloodiest fighting of the 

Civil War occurred in the state of 

Missouri.  Bordered on the south and 

east by slave states and bitterly 

divided between pro-Confederate and 

pro-Union factions, the state 

witnessed a number of “massacres.” 

 

The Centralia Massacre of 1864, of 

course, comes to mind.  However, 

noted Civil War authority and long-

time MCCWRT member Frank 

Crawford spoke to the September 

meeting about another of these 

atrocities – the Palmyra Massacre. 

 

Palmyra lies in east central Missouri 

and Frank noted that nothing much 

has happened there since 1865.  It 

was the home of America’s oldest 

surviving World War I veteran and 

also Patty Woodward, the actress who 

played “Ma Joad” in the Grapes of 

Wrath. 

 

The background to the massacre 

perhaps lies in the Partisan Ranger 

Act, passed by the Confederate 

Congress in 1862 thus legitimizing 

guerrilla warfare.  So called 

“bushwhackers” operated freely 

throughout the state. 

 

The principals in this particular tragedy 

included Andrew Allsman, a 66 year 

old pro-Union civilian and probable 

spy.  Col. Joseph C. Porter enlisted in 

the Confederate army and, together 

with his brother, joined the Missouri 

Home Guard.  They operated in the 

area of central Missouri known as the 

“Little Confederacy.”  John McNeill, a 

Missouri Congressman, enlisted in the 

Union army and rose through the 

ranks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
                    CWRT  

   OCTOBER 7, 2016 

  By Frank Crawford 
 

             LAKE COUNTY 
    CWRT 

            OCTOBER 13, 2016 

    By Larry Hewitt 

  KENOSHA 
  CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 
 SECOND FRIDAY LUNCHBOX    

  LECTURE SERIES  

FRIDAY OCTOBER 19, 2016 

                        NOON 

  By Lia Nicine McCoo 

And 

 Keryn Moriyah 

 “Civil War Era Songs” 

   SATURDAY OCTOBER 2, 2016, 

1 P.M. 

 

                  By David Wege 

 

             FRIDAY OCTOBER 14, 2016 

                              7 P.M. 

              By Ronald C. White 

  



  

 

  

The trouble began when Union patrols 

shot and killed two pro-Confederate 

gentlemen – Crawford and Sanders – 

after having eaten dinner at their homes.  

In retaliation,  

 

Allsman and others were then captured 

by a group of Confederate sympathizers. 

 

Despite a warning from McNeill to Porter 

that he would execute 10 Confederate 

prisoners unless the Union men were 

released, Allsman was shot 3 times in 

the head and killed.    

 

Five prisoners were then chosen from 

the Palmyra jail and five more from the 

Hannibal jail.  All of these men had 

served under Porter and had been 

arrested in civilian clothing. 

   

William T. Humphrey was one of the men 

chosen.  Mary, his wife, went to McNeill 

and successfully pleaded for the release 

of her husband.   

 

Hiram T. Smith was then chosen to take 

Humphrey’s place before the firing 

squad.   

 

No one pleaded for his life.   

 

Frank read a poignant letter from one of 

the condemned men – Capt. T.A. Sidner 

– to his family.   

 

The ten men were executed on October 

18, 1862. 

 

Among those killed was Willis J. Baker, 

54 years old.  John McPhetters was 30.  

Forty-one year old Elizer Lake, a POW 

jailed at Palmyra, also wrote a letter 

stating that he was prepared to die.   

 

The unfortunate Hiram Smith, only 22, is 

buried at Steffenville, Missouri.   

 

Nothing is known of the resting place of 

the other six men.   

                                               Bob Frenz   

 

 

 

 

       To My Old Master 

 

In 1864, after 32 long years in the service of 

his master, Jourdon Anderson and his wife, 

Amanda, escaped a life of slavery when 

Union Army soldiers freed them from the 

plantation on which they had been working 

so tirelessly. They grasped the opportunity 

with vigour, quickly moved to Ohio where 

Jourdon could find paid work with which to 

support his growing family, and didn’t look 

back. Then, a year later, shortly after the  

end of the Civil War, Jourdon received a 

desperate letter from Patrick Henry 

Anderson, the man who used to own him,  

in which he was asked to return to work on 

the plantation and rescue his ailing business. 

 

Jourdon’s reply to the person who enslaved 

his family, dictated from his home on August 

7th, is everything you could wish for, and 

quite rightly was subsequently reprinted in 

numerous newspapers.  Jourdon Anderson 

never returned to Big Spring, Tennessee. 

He passed away in 1907, aged 81, and is 

buried alongside his wife who died six years 

later. Together they had a total of eleven 

children. 

 

Dayton, Ohio,                     August 7, 1865 

 

To My Old Master, Colonel P.H. Anderson, 

Big Spring, Tennessee 

 

Sir: I got your letter, and was glad to find that 

you had not forgotten Jourdon, and that you 

wanted me to come back and live with you 

again, promising to do better for me than 

anybody else can. I have often felt uneasy 

about you. I thought the Yankees would 

have hung you long before this, for harboring 

Rebs they found at your house.  

 

 

I suppose they never heard about 

your going to Colonel Martin's to kill 

the Union soldier that was left by his 

company in their stable. Although you 

shot at me twice before I left you, I 

did not want to hear of your being 

hurt, and am glad you are still living. 

It would do me good to go back to the 

dear old home again, and see Miss 

Mary and Miss Martha and Allen, 

Esther, Green, and Lee. Give my love 

to them all, and tell them I hope we 

will meet in the better world, if not in 

this. I would have gone back to see 

you all when I was working in the 

Nashville Hospital, but one of the 

neighbors told me that Henry 

intended to shoot me if he ever got a 

chance.  
 

I want to know particularly what the 

good chance is you propose to give 

me. I am doing tolerably well here. I 

get twenty-five dollars a month, with 

victuals and clothing; have a 

comfortable home for Mandy,—the 

folks call her Mrs. Anderson,—and 

the children—Milly, Jane, and 

Grundy—go to school and are 

learning well. The teacher says 

Grundy has a head for a preacher. 

They go to Sunday school, and 

Mandy and me attend church 

regularly. We are kindly treated. 

Sometimes we overhear others 

saying, "Them colored people were 

slaves" down in Tennessee. The 

children feel hurt when they hear 

such remarks; but I tell them it was 

no disgrace in Tennessee to belong 

to Colonel Anderson. Many darkeys 

would have been proud, as I used to 

be, to call you master. Now if you will 

write and say what wages you will 

give me, I will be better able to decide 

whether it would be to my advantage 

to move back again.  

 

As to my freedom, which you say I 

can have, there is nothing to be 

gained on that score, 

 

 

 



 

  

 as I got my free papers in 1864 from 

the Provost-Marshal-General of the 

Department of Nashville. Mandy says 

she would be afraid to go back 

without some proof that you were 

disposed to treat us justly and kindly; 

and we have concluded to test your 

sincerity by asking you to send us our 

wages for the time we served you. 

This will make us forget and forgive 

old scores, and rely on your justice 

and friendship in the future. I served 

you faithfully for thirty-two years, and 

Mandy twenty years. At twenty-five 

dollars a month for me, and two 

dollars a week for Mandy, our 

earnings would amount to eleven 

thousand six hundred and eighty 

dollars. Add to this the interest for the 

time our wages have been kept back, 

and deduct what you paid for our 

clothing, and three doctor's visits to 

me, and pulling a tooth for Mandy, 

and the balance will show what we 

are in justice entitled to. Please send 

the money by Adams's Express, in 

care of V. Winters, Esq., Dayton, 

Ohio. If you fail to pay us for faithful 

labors in the past, we can have little 

faith in your promises in the future. 

We trust the good Maker has opened 

your eyes to the wrongs which you 

and your fathers have done to me 

and my fathers, in making us toil for 

you for generations without 

recompense. Here I draw my wages 

every Saturday night; but in 

Tennessee there was never any pay-

day for the negroes any more than for 

the horses and cows. Surely there 

will be a day of reckoning for those 

who defraud the laborer of his hire. 

 

In answering this letter, please state if 

there would be any safety for my Milly 

and Jane, who are now grown up, 

and both good-looking girls. You 

know how it was with poor Matilda 

and Catherine. I would rather stay 

here and starve—and die, if it come 

to that—than have my girls brought to 

shame by the violence and the 

wickedness of their young masters. You 

will also please state if there has been 

any schools opened for the colored 

children in your neighborhood. The great 

desire of my life now is to give my 

children an education, and have them 

form virtuous habits. 

 

Say howdy to George Carter, and thank 

him for taking the pistol from you when 

you were shooting at me. 

 

From your old servant, 

 

Jourdon Anderson. 

 

Forwarded to the Editor from  

C.J. and Illianna Urban from Baltimore, 

Maryland.  

     ____________________________ 

 

                         THE 

FIRST ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 

 

 

Abraham Lincoln was assassinated near 

the close of the war, on April 14, 1865 by 

the hand of John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s 

Theatre in downtown Washington D.C. 

However, that was not the first attempt 

made upon his life.  

 

One evening in 1863, Lincoln rode alone 

by horse from the White House to his 

family’s summer residence on the 

outskirts of Washington D.C.    

As it was told, the soldiers at the gate of 

the Summer Compound heard a 

gunshot, and then just moments later, 

President Lincoln came galloping up to 

the compound astride his horse, but 

without his stovepipe hat. 

 

Almost immediately, troops were 

dispatched to search for the would-be 

assassin, but none was found. 

 

However, the President’s stovepipe hat 

was found, with a bullet hole through it. 

 

Lincoln merely laughed it off as an 

overzealous citizen celebrating Robert E. 

Lee’s surrender to General U.S. Grant at 

the Appomattox Court house. 

     __________________________ 

 

 

 

           CORDUALLY INVITES  

       ONE AND ALL TO ATTEND 

                  OUR MONTHLY 

      MEETING / PRESENTATIONS 

                         ON THE                             

                 SECOND TUESDAY 

                       OF THE MONTH   

         AT THE WOODSTOCK LIBRARY

 

             
 
          VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

      www.mchenrycivil war.com 

  DONALD PURN WEB MASTER 
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