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MISSION STATEMENT
MCHENRY COUNTY
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HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE
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TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
Who joined our ranks while attending
the April 12th.2016 meeting.
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TODAY!
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LAKE COUNTY
CWRT
MAY 12, 2016

KANKAKEE VALLEY
CWRT
MAY 4, 2016

By Gary Wright

CHICAGO CWRT
MAY 13, 2016

CHAPLINS IN THE RECENT
UNPLEASENTNESS
By Jerry Kowalski

KENOSHA CIVIL WAR
MUSEUM
SECOND FRIDAY LUNCHBOX
LECTURE SERIES

By Glenna Schroder Lein

MAY 13, 2016
NOON

MAY 20, 2016
Presented by James Heinz

MAY 17, 2016

Long Standing Member of the McHenry
County Civil War Round Table

Saturday, May 21, 10am-5pm
Sunday, May 22, Noon-4pm

Located at the Civil War Museum and
The Kenosha Public Museum.

MAY 19, 2016
Lincoln’s Unorthodox
Inaugural Train Journey

By Bjorn Skaptason

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
CWRT
MAY 6, 2016
By Mark Lause

Join author Sidney Blumenthal for a presentation and
book signing about the first in a multi-volume history
of Abraham Lincoln as a political genius–

This first volume begins with Lincoln’s painful
childhood when he thought of himself as his father’s
slave and traces the emergence of the man we
recognize as Abraham Lincoln.

LINCOLN/DAVIS CWRT

AT

decorating
their camp Christmas
trees with After General
William Sherman
captured Savannah in
December of 1864 their
horses up like reindeer
by attaching branches
to their headgear and
delivered food and
“A Self-Made Man”
The
Politicalto
Lifehungry
of
supplies
Abraham Lincoln, 1809 to 1849
families in
Wednesday, May 25, 2016; 7pm
and singing carols

From his obscure beginnings to his presidency,
assassination, and the overthrow of his dreams of
Reconstruction

By Frank Crawford

SOUTH SUBURBAN
CWRT

Christmas trees with hard-tack and salt-pork

Presented By: Sidney Blumenthal

SALT CREEK CWRT

By Joe Kahr

soldiers celebrated by decorating their camp

Saturday, May 21, 2016; 1pm
Presented by: Steve Rogstad.
A 1,900 mile train trip was arranged to take PresidentElect Abraham Lincoln from Springfield, Illinois, to
Washington over a two-week period.
Some historians have called the trip “Lincoln’s journey to
greatness;” others refer to it as “thirteen desperate days.”
This lecture focuses on this unusual train journey,
analyzes speeches Lincoln gave to audiences along the
way, the assassination attempt that almost claimed his life
in Baltimore, and how his unceremonious and clandestine
arrival in the nation’s capital plagued his image during the
nation’s greatest crisis.

December 21, 1940
TO

April 4, 2016
Aged 75 Years
With deepest regret and heart-felt sympathies, I must
inform our membership and all others of the loss of
one of our organization’s long- time members,
Mr. Edward Stipulin, a resident of Oakwood Hills for
43 years, passed away on Monday April 4, 2016
at the home of his daughter surrounded by his loving
family.
Ed was an avid Civil War Buff, member of the
McHenry County Civil War Round Table, McHenry
County Emergency Agency, and the McHenry County
Wireless Association (Ham Radio Club).
Ed will certainly be greatly missed by all who knew
and enjoyed talking about the Civil War with him.
May Ed “Rest In Peace.”
MCCWRT

MCCWRT
APRIL PRESENTATION REVIEW
By Robert Frenz

MR. LINCOLN’S NAVY
Presented by: Mr. Fred Reczkowicz
Long-time MCCWRT member Fred Reczkowicz spoke
to our Tuesday April 11th. monthly meeting.

The navy also made blockade duty more attractive by
awarding prize money to crews that captured enemy ships.
The first southern ports attacked were Cape Hatteras in
North Carolina and Port Royal in South Carolina.
Success here resulted from an ingenious plan of circular
attack devised by Samuel DuPont.

By Carolyn Reeder
The Civil War is sometimes called “The Boys’ War,”
because so many soldiers who fought in it were still in
their teens. The rule in the Union Army was that
soldiers had to be 18 to join, but many younger boys
answered “I’m over 18, sir,” when the recruiter asked.

His topic was “Mr. Lincoln’s Navy.” Fred emphasized
that not enough study of Civil War naval operations has
been done: it is far easier to view battlefields and retrace
the steps of the armies.

New Orleans fell in April, 1862. President Davis believed
that an attack would come from the north, but Admiral David
Farragut chose to attack from the river, ran the gauntlet of
Forts St. Philipp and Jackson on the 24th, and took the city
on the 25th.

Actually, the navy had played an important role in the
Mexican War – established a blockade and transported
Winfield Scott’s troops.

The Union also had to build a “fresh water” navy –
sometimes referred to as a “brown water” navy – for duty
on the river systems of the western theatre of operations.

seen pictures of a boy walking beside the marching

However, by the start of the Civil War the navy was
reduced in size to 90 ships (with half in need of repair
and only 12 in home waters) and 1500 sailors.

For example, Farragut determined that Vicksburg could not
be taken by the larger, deep draft vessels of the “salt water”
fleet.

difficult — job.

Gideon Welles, a close political ally of President Lincoln,
acted as Secretary of the Navy throughout the war.

For these purposes the Union built an entire class of ships
that could navigate the rivers and withstand the fire from
Confederate shore batteries and forts.
These “ironclads” were 175’ long with 4 large guns on each
side and 2 on the front and rear.

Gustavus Fox – astute, competent, and a career navy
man – became Assistant Secretary.
Welles created the Navy Board to assist with operations.
Lincoln, himself, visited the Washington Navy Yard
frequently and learned from John A. Dahlgren, inventor
of the famous gun that bears his name.
Fred stated that the overall performance of the navy
during the war was “first rate.”
This was also the first modern naval war. The navy
employed the latest technology, including ironclads,
monitors, mines, steam power, and powerful guns.
The President almost immediately increased the size
of the navy to 18,000 men. In addition, the army
transferred 10,000 men to the navy to help man the
ships: navy men remained as officers, however. The
navy viewed itself as professional, not voluntary.
Interestingly, Blacks were admitted into the navy from
the beginning of the war. There was a quota, however,
but as many as 18,000 may had served at one time or
another.
“Landsman” was the lowest job in the navy, and at a
pay rate of $12.00 per month.
“Ordinary Seamen” received $14.00 per month and
“Seaman,” the highest enlisted rank, received $18.00,
but they had to “know the ropes.”

weren’t supposed to be fighters, but they did a very
important job during the Civil War. You’ve probably
soldiers, beating his drum to keep them together. But
this wasn’t the drummer’s most important — or most

Flag Officer Andrew Hall Foote was put in charge of the
armada and commanded 3 successful engagements – Ft.
Henry, Ft. Donelson, and Island No. 10.
When Foote died in the middle of the war he was replaced
by David Dixon Porter.

Lastly, Fred reviewed the Trent Affair.
As well as the battle between the Monitor and Merrimack
(Virginia) for his audience. March 8, 1862, the day before
the famous battle, was the bloodiest day in U.S. Naval history
– until December 7, 1941.
The navy compiled a very enviable record during the Civil
War. It also produced two commanders for the SpanishAmerican War – George Dewey and William Sampson.
Bob Frenz
___________________________________________

DRUMMER BOYS PLAYED
IMPORTANT ROLES
IN THE CIVILWAR
AND SOME BECAME SOLDIERS

In addition, young boys acted as “powder monkeys”
and served meals to the crew. The navy – often short
of men – also hired “runners” to find “recruits” in bars
and brothels. The runners were paid $3.00 per recruit.
Winfield Scott announced his “Anaconda Plan” early in
1861. Much of the success of this plan would depend
on the navy’s ability to blockade the southern coast.
Thirty-five hundred miles of coastline with numerous
deep water harbors proved a daunting task.
Fortunately, President Jefferson Davis helped by
imposing an embargo on cotton sales to Europe. .

Many of the youngest boys served as drummers; they

Johnny Clem, a sergeant by the time he was 12,
was one of the youngest Union soldiers.

In the noise and confusion of battle, it was often
impossible to hear the officers’ orders, so each order
was given a series of drumbeats to represent it.
Both soldiers and drummers had to learn which
drumroll meant “meet here” and which meant “attack
now” and which meant “retreat” and all the other
commands of battlefield and camp. (The most exciting
drum call was “the long roll,” which was the signal to
attack. The drummer would just beat-beat-beat — and
every other drummer in hearing distance would beatbeat-beat — until all that could be heard was an
overwhelming thunder pushing the army forward.
When the drummer boys weren’t needed for sounding
the calls, they had another job. They were stretcher
bearers. They walked around the battlefield looking
for the wounded and brought them to medical care.

Many young boys marched off to war looking for
adventure, but they found hard, dangerous work along
with it.

where he played a "long roll" and shot a Confederate
officer who had demanded his surrender.

Many say that Johnny Clem, who ran away from his
home in Ohio when he was 9 to follow the Union
troops, was the youngest boy to fight in the Civil War.
Of course, the Union Army turned him away.
In addition to being so young, he was small for his
age. But Johnny tried again, and when he refused to
go home, troops from Michigan adopted him as their
mascot and drummer boy.
The story tells us that the officers contributed some of
their pay so he could earn a soldier’s salary of $13 a
month. They had a little uniform made for him, too,
and later they had a rifle cut down to size for him.
Johnny was a brave fighter. By the time he was 11, he
was enlisted as a regular soldier. He would spend
much of his life in the Army; he was a brigadier
general when he retired in 1915.

An 11-year-old drummer in the Confederate Orphan
Brigade, known only as "Little Oirish", was credited with
rallying troops at the Battle of Shiloh by taking up the
regimental colors at a critical moment.

People were fascinated by stories of Johnny the boy
soldier. Some of the stories were legends, but military
records show that Johnny’s military career did, in fact,
begin at age 9. He lived to be 85 and is buried in
Arlington National Cemetery.
Thirteen-year-old Charles King was the youngest
soldier killed in the entire American Civil War (1861–
1865). Charles enlisted in the 49th Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry with the reluctant permission of his
father at the age of 12 years, 5 months and 9 days.

Another noted drummer boy was Louis Edward Rafield of
the 21st Alabama Infantry, Co. K, known as the "Mobile
Cadets". He had enlisted at age 11 and while 12 at the
Battle of Shiloh he somehow lost his drum he then
obtained an enemy drum and kept on going, thus earning
the title of "The Drummer Boy of Shiloh".
On September 17, 1862 at the Battle of Antietam he
was mortally wounded near or in the area of the East
Woods, carried from the field and died three days
later.
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Twelve-year-old drummer boy William Black was the
youngest recorded person wounded in battle during
the American Civil War. John Clem, who had
unofficially joined a Union Army regiment at the age of
9 as a drummer and mascot became famous as the
""The Drummer Boy of Chickamauga"
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