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    DISCUSSION GROUP 
  AT THE PANERA BREAD COMPANY

      6000 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY
        CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE MARCH 
     TOPIC OF DISCUSSION SHOULD BE   
           AVAILABLE AFTER 02/27/2015 

            SATURDAY 
       MARCH 25, 2016 

Was an infantry brigade, consisting predominantly of Irish 
Americans, that served in the Union Army during the 
American Civil War. The Irish Brigade was known in part 

for its famous war cry, the "faugh a ballagh", which is an 
Anglicization of the Irish phrase, fág an bealach, meaning 
"clear the way." 
 

The formation of an Irish Brigade was authorized by 
the Secretary of War Simon Cameron in September 1861. 
 
The brigade originally consisted of the 63rd New York 

Infantry, the 69th New York Infantry, and the 88th New 
York Infantry. The three New York regiments were soon 
joined by a predominately "Yankee" regiment,, the 29th 
Massachusetts regiment, which was  never fond of being 

brigaded with three Irish "Fenian" regiments from New  
York and soon after the Battle of Antietam the 29th was 
replaced by the 28th Massachusetts Infantry regiment, 
made up mostly of Irish Immigrants. 

 
Soon after that, the City of Philadelphia would offer a 
regiment to the brigade and soon after, the 116th 
Pennsylvania Infantry was added to the brigade, bringing 

the total number of regiments in the Irish Brigade to five. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

     

NOW CELEBRATING 

  
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

AND MCHENRY COUNTY 
SINCE IT’S FOUNDING 

AT UNION, 

  McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
IN SEPTEMBER OF 1998 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

MCHENRY COUNTY 
CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE 

AND FOSTER EDUCATION, DISCUSSION, 

AND ANALYSIS OF 

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 

WE HOPE THROUGH LEARNING 

ABOUT THE PAST, 

WE WILL BE ABLE TO MORE 

COMPLETELY 

    UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT AND HAVE 

         A POSITIVE, BENEFICIAL EFFECT 

             ON OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 

        INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO 

                             OUR MEMBERS 

                   ________________________ 

      
MCCWRT President Robert Frenz presenting the story of  

Captain Harley Wayne of the 15th Illinois Volunteer Infantry  
Regiment at Del Web of Huntley, Illinois, February 12, 2016. 
President Abraham Lincoln’s 207th Birthday. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

        PRESENTATION 
     WOODSTOCK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
            414 WEST JUDD STREET 
          WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS 

              TUESDAY 
         MARCH 8, 2016 

       By Tom Gavigan 

  

     VISIT OUR WEB SITE 
       ON THE INTERNET 
    www.mchenrycivilwar.com 
 
 MR. DON PURN WEBMASTER 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

KANKAKEE VALLEY   
 CWRT 

              MARCH 2, 2016 

By Larry Gibbs 
 

CHICAGO CWRT 
MARCH 11, 2016 

By Bruce Kraig 
 

SALT CREEK CWRT 
MARCH 18, 2016 

By John Horn 
 

LINCOLN/DAVIS CWRT 
MARCH 15, 2016 

By Tom Emery 
 

SOUTH SUBURBAN 
CWRT 

MARCH 24, 2016 

By David Maas 
 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
CWRT 

MARCH 4, 2016 

By Lee White 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD Civil War, 

soldiers celebrated by decorating their camp 

Christmas trees with hard-tack and salt-pork 

and singing carols decorating 
their camp Christmas 
trees with After General 
William Sherman 
captured Savannah in 
December of 1864 their 
horses up like reindeer 
by attaching branches 
to their headgear and 
delivered food and 
supplies to hungry 
families in  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 15, 2016 
7:00 P.M. TO 8:30 P.M. 

 Moderated by  
Curator Doug Dammann 

 

THURSDAY MARCH 31, 2016 
1:00 P.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 

 
Civil War reenactors will set up camp at the Civil War 
Museum. Learn about cannons and artillery, medical 
care, and the lives of soldiers through interactive 

displays. 
__________________________________________   
  

                By Webb Garrison 
 

EVERY ASPECT OF 
THE CIVIL WAR PRODUCED  

ITS OWN
 CROP OF CURIOSITIES 

 

Clearly demonstrated that 75,000 ninety-day 
volunteers could not put down what Lincoln insisted 

on calling an “insurrection.”  
 
Hence when Congress assembled for a special July 
1861 session, the president asked for 400,000 troops 

and $400 million. 
 
Lawmakers enthusiastically voted to make $500 
million available, and Mr. James S. Gibbons published 

a song with a promise: “We Are Coming, Father 
Abraham, Four Hundred Thousand Strong.”  
Issued in about twenty different versions, the patriotic 
melody sold two million copies. 

 
Yet fewer than 100.000 men who heard its stirring 
words volunteered to serve in the U.S. military forces. 
Union ranks were largely filled with men who joined up 

for the sake of a bounty and with substitutes whose 
services had been purchased by draftees. 
 

            
Elida Rumsey, was considered ”Too Old” to serve as 
a nurse in the hospitals of Washington, became the 
talk of the capitol because of her skill and patience in 
singing to the sick and wounded. When she accepted 

John Fowle’s proposal, the upcoming wedding of a 
couple past the usual age of marriage was widely 
discussed. Learning of the impending plans, President  
Lincoln declared that no ordinary ceremony was good 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

KENOSHA 
CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 

MARCH 11, 2016 
NOON 

Presented by Kurt Carlson 
.  

With the secession of the southern states and the start of 
the Civil War, a major financial crisis occurred in the 

emerging city of Chicago. But Chicago’s businesses were 
called on to back the boys in the US military, and doing so 

would both spur the city’s industrialization and end the 
financial crash.

TUESDAY MARCH 8, 2016 
  6:30 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. 

Presented by Curator Doug Dammann 
     CONTACT THE MUSEUM FOR DETAILS 

 

SATURDAY MARCH 12, 2016 
10:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 

 
Living history, heritage groups, and Civil War Round 

Tables from around the Midwest will present samples of 

their programming and have informational tables set up 
throughout the Museum to introduce visitors to their Civil 

War interpretation. 
 

 12:00 P.M. 
Musical Performances  

By  
The Old Soldier Fiddlers 

 

1:00 P.M.  
By David Wege 

 
 Presents personal stories and information on the men of 

Company E, 6th Wisconsin, a unit that was part of the 
famed Iron Brigade of the West. 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 13, 2016 
1:00 P.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 
Presented by Steve Acker 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



  

 

  

 
enough for Elida. Upon the initiative of the president, 
the wartime ceremony was held on the floor of the 

House of Representatives in 1863—before a joint 
session of the U.S. Congress. 
 

Seizure of Confederate passengers on the British mail 
packet Trent by the commander of the USS San 
Facinto on November 8, 1861, was by far the most 
explosive international event of the war.  

 
England immediately announced plans to send a 
contingent of troops to Canada, and rumblings from 
the island kingdom sounded like threats of war 

against the United States.  
 
James M. Mason and John Slidell, the Confederate 
commissioners to Britain who were taken from the 

Trent were sent to an improvised cell in Boston’s Fort 
Warren.  
 
However, their incarceration at the fort in Boston 

harbor was relatively short lived. 
 
For as it turned out, they were released before 
Christmas due to the continued protests and of the 

British government’s threats of war if the Confederate 
delegates were not set free. 
  
President Lincoln’s reply was, “One War at a Time.”  

    ______________________________________ 
 

By William B. Hasseltine 
 

PRISON LIFE 
AT ANDERSONVILLE 

 By Ovid Futch 
Andersonville prisoners faced an acute problem in the 
sharp limitation of available means for satisfaction of 
the innate urge to activity.  Absence of facilities for 
recreation and exercise forced them to use their own 

resourcefulness in seeking diversion. 
 
After roll call each morning, prison officials permitted 
the inmates to do as they pleased, so long as they 

offered no threat of escape.  
 
The issuance of rations was time consuming for 
prisoners charged with this duty, but not particularly 

so for others. 
 
A police detail engaged fifty men each day, and a few 
were detailed for outside work such as cooking, 

baking, burying the dead, cutting wood, clerking, and 
nursing in the hospital. 
 
But the vast majority had to find ways of occupying 

themselves. This task was made easier by the lack of 
necessities and conveniences, which compelled the 
prisoners to exert themselves to make compensations 
for deficiencies of all sorts. 

 
One of the first tasks facing new arrivals—if they were 
to have any protection from the elements—was the 
construction of huts or “shebangs.”  These abodes 

required constant repairs, and not infrequently 
prisoners tore down their shelters and rebuilt them in 
improved style.  
 

Shortage of clothing led to consumption of a great 
deal of time in making and mending clothes.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 Keeping clean was especially time-consuming, since 

usually no soap was available. 
 
Deficiencies in quality and quantity of water made well-
digging necessary, and scarcity of proper tools made the 

task even more laborious. 
 
Preparation of food consumed much time, owing to the 
shortage of cooking utensils. Lack of axes and saws made 

the procurement of wood for cooking and heating a 
toilsome task. 
 
The high mortality rate made necessary an occasional 

reorganization of the prison. This meant taking men from 
higher numbered detachments to fill up the ranks of lower 
numbered ones which had been depleted by the grim 
reaper. This “squadding over,”  as the prisoners called it, 

took all day and was much dreaded by the men because 
they had to remain in ranks until it was completed. 

   ___________________________________ 

                  
                 ILLINOIS 
       IN THE CIVIL WAR 
                  By Victor Hicken 
 

ILLINOIS AND THE WAR 

IN 1861 
April of 1861 was a month of big and little decisions. Some 
of them were official in nature, and part of the organization 
and logistics of war. Others, individual and personal in 

scope, involved the national reaction to the coming conflict. 
Yet all of them were tied together into the same exact 
pattern of history.  
 

Thus it was that when President Lincoln issued his call for 
volunteers, Governor Richard Yates of Illinois translated it 
into an appeal for a gathering of regiments. And more 
directly were decisions made when thousands of young 

men swarmed to the recruiting booths so that they might 
march for the grand old flag. 
 
The governor’s call on the fifteenth of the month was for 

6,000 volunteers. In response, military companies were 
quickly organized on a local basis and offered to the 
service of the state.  
 

The Chicago Tribune noted that the whole state seemed to 
be ablaze with military activity, and that young men were 
drilling everywhere.  In Springfield, the Illinois State Journal 
proclaimed that 1000,000 volunteers could be found within 

the boundaries of the state. 
 
Mass meetings, planned and spontaneous, were held in 
almost every town.  One such gathering in Quincy brought 

forth seven companies of home guards, Little Petersburg, 
rallying on the same day in late April, raised enough men 
to form a single company. 
 

The original request of the War Department was for six 
Illinois regiments, but the Illinois General Assembly, in a 
characteristic excess of patriotism, authorized ten. 
  

The initial six, numbering from the 7th to the 12th regiments, 
were quickly accepted into Federal service. The remainder, 
including the various artillery and cavalry units, which were 
also raised in April, was accepted by the War Department 

in June.  
The decision to accept unrequested regiments was due 
partly to pressures brought upon the government by 
Representative John A. McClernand, Governor Yates, and 

by the exigencies of the War. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
After the July and August defeats at Bull Run and 
Wilson’s Creek, Congress authorized the President to 
call for 500,000 additional troops.  Once again, Illinois 

turned itself to the task of filling its quotas.  By the first 
few days of August, the state had regiments in the 
field as high in number as the 55th Illinois.  Many of 
these new regiments came from southern Illinois, an 

area considered by many to be of doubtful loyalty to 
the Union cause.  Overcoming an early repugnance to 
the war, volunteers continued to come from that part 
of the state in an ever-increasing flood.  “Southern 

Illinois known as Egypt,” wrote one well-known 
eastern correspondent “is turning out men . . . with 
surprising liberality. . . .” 
 

The amazing fact of the fall of 1861 is that there were 
more volunteers for the service than the state could 
handle.  The problem, attendant to the enthusiasm for 
the war, was complicated by other factors.  Many of 

the strong newspapers in the state urged young 
patriots to go directly to Springfield and present 
themselves to the Adjutant General.  Many individuals 
disdained such poor advice and took the earliest 

opportunity to enlist in Kentucky and Missouri 
regiments.  At the crossroads hamlet of Tennessee, 
Illinois, for example, quickly organized in April, but it 
could not gain acceptance into any authorized Illinois 

regiment.  When a recruiting agent for the 9th Missouri 
passed through the town, the company simply 
volunteered to fight under that banner.  In fact, 
virtually all of the 9th Missouri consisted of Illinois men, 

and later in the war the regiment was rightfully 
transferred to the Illinois quota. 
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